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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
Fatherhood
In our Gospel, Jesus addresses God as “Father” time and time again.  We are quite used to this as Christians.  We call God “Father” all the time.  In reference to God, however, we may not always understand what the word “Father” means.  
Thankfully, God made it easy for us.  St. Paul tells us in his Letter to the Ephesians that “every family in heaven and on earth is named” after God the Father (3:15).  We know what good fathers do.  They teach us, give advice, guide us, correct us, and encourage us.  In one word, fathers love—they love their children.  By calling Himself “Father,” God reveals that He loves us and that He shows his love through the same actions taken by a good father.
The same goes for priests.  We are called “father” because we are meant to show love through the same actions taken by a good father.  Even though I am too young to be a father to most of you in the natural order, in our communion of faith, that is exactly what God calls me to be.  

So my actions will be the same as a father’s.  I will teach.  Teaching is actually my favorite activity as a priest, and really, it includes most of what I do.  I taught at Calvert Catholic high school in Tiffin for the last two years, and had a wonderful time.  I also enjoy teaching Bible studies, apologetics classes, RCIA, and any other subject I can.  I even taught ballroom dancing to the high school students before their prom!
I will also give advice.  Whether you need to talk about marriage, family, or faith, I am always ready to meet with you.  I think that preparing properly for the sacraments, especially marriage and baptism, is extremely important nowadays, and I have given much of my time in the past to helping people prepare for those big life decisions.  Do not let my age fool you either.  An older priest once told me that in six months of priesthood, you will hear it all—every problem and situation—and he was right.  Please approach me if you are confused or simply need someone to listen.  Especially take advantage of the sacrament of Confession.  Confession is so crucial to our lives, that I recommend going frequently.  I hope to add more confession times to our schedule to make it easier for you to go.  I have also done spiritual direction in the past, which is an in-depth and ongoing examination of a person’s spiritual life in order to help him or her grow in faith.  

As a priest, as a father, I will also guide and encourage you.  Living our faith and preaching it to the world cannot be the sole effort of priests and religious brothers and sisters.  The role of the laity, of almost all of you, is to be on the front lines proclaiming Christ by word and action at home, in the workplace, in the store, and on the sports field.  Our parish only functions by the dedication and labors of all of us.  My job is to lead the charge, to spur you on to action, and to equip you for what lies ahead.  I plan to work with all who are actively volunteering and encourage more to help in the work of our parish.  

But before we can move ahead, we must know where we are and where we have been.  This is the final trait of a good father: he must know his children.  Accordingly, I plan to spend a good long time getting to know you, listening to you, and understanding you.   I will be roaming around to different groups and activities, to parish meetings, to nursing homes, youth events, the hospital, and those who are homebound.  You can help me get to know you by keeping me informed.  When you or someone you know is sick at home or in the hospital or nursing home and wants a visit, please tell me; otherwise, I will never know.  When there is a special event in town or with a parish group, please tell me; otherwise I will never know.  Please let me take your photo and your name so that I can start remembering faces, and do not be shy about introducing yourselves.  
I am what they call a “John Paul II” priest because I grew up during the pontificate of Pope John Paul II.  This means, in part, that I take seriously John Paul II’s call for a new evangelization—his call to utilize all the modern means of communication to spread the Gospel.  I hear that Pope Benedict even has an iPad and tweets with it now, so I have to keep up.  I have an easy e-mail address: “fatherericculler@yahoo.com.”  I post most of my homilies on my website called “splendorofthetruth.org,” and I will try to have the homilies printed out and sitting by the door after each Mass if you wish to take one for yourself or someone else.  If you want to connect with me on Facebook or, for you video-gamers, on the Playstation Network, please tell me who you are so I can add you.  Of course, I will still accept regular letters through the mail, but be sure to sign your name, because I will not even read anonymous letters.
I look forward to getting to know you in cyberspace and in real life.  I look forward to being a father to you.
Rev. Eric Culler
