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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
Counted among the Wheat
Jesus continues this week with more parables about seeds, sowing, and growing.  The enemy is back, the devil.  Last week, our Lord compared him to a bird who snatches up the seed fallen on the path.  Just so, the devil snatches the word of God from those who are not open to it so that they will not be saved.  This week he shows greater malice.  Now he corrupts the field, that is, the Kingdom of God, with weeds.  His goal is to ruin the harvest God prepares.  Apparently, sowing weeds in another man’s field was a real form of vengeance that some people in Jesus’ day would take.  If the farmer was not careful, he would harvest weeds and wheat together and the flour he obtained from grinding would taste disgusting and make him sick (The Navarre Bible: St. Matthew, page 132).  The devil wants all righteous people to be displaced by the weeds, by the wicked.  He wants the wicked deeds of some people to cause others to doubt God’s goodness and power.  He wants the wickedness of some people in God’s field, in God’s Church, to discredit everyone in the Kingdom.  The devil’s end goal is the same: to prevent people from reaching salvation.  
This situation could be avoided very easily if we could tell the difference between the weeds and the wheat.  Sometimes, though, the weeds and the wheat, the wicked and the righteous, look the same, especially at first.  Notice in Jesus’ parable that only when the crop grew and bore fruit could the servants distinguish the weeds from the wheat.  St. Augustine repeated the same idea in his book The City of God.  Even in the Church, in which the Kingdom of God is supposed to subsist, St. Augustine notes that we cannot always tell the different between the bad and the good, the weeds and the wheat.  We can take it a step further and observe that even in our own lives, we have trouble distinguishing the bad from the good.  Which of our habits, which of our thoughts, which of our actions are from the Lord and which are from the devil?  Sometimes we are not sure what is bad and what is good in our lives.

Thankfully Jesus did point out one way to tell the difference between weeds and wheat, wicked and righteous.  “When the crop grew and bore fruit,” he says, “the weeds appeared as well” (Matthew 13:26).  Earlier in the gospel, when speaking about false prophets, Jesus said “By their fruits you will know them” (7:16).  Of course, this knowledge may come too late.  By the time the wicked reveal themselves through wicked actions, the damage is done.  The field is corrupted.  Waiting for the end result can prove too dangerous.
Our task, then, is to take action.  Our task is to make sure we are not one of the weeds.  St. John the Baptist gave that same advice to the Pharisees and Sadducees when he told them to “produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance” (Matthew 3:8).  Show that you are not a weed in God’s Kingdom, but a stalk of wheat, a faithful member of God’s household, not a seed planted by the enemy.
As for the fruit we should bear, it will take the form of thought or deed, action or attitude.  St. Paul summarized the attitudes we are to have into twelve fruits of the spirit, which our most recent confirmation students probably have memorized: charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and chastity (see Galatians 5:22-23).  A person with these attitudes is clearly living a life in which God is present.
Jesus modeled the actions we are to take as the fruits of a holy life.  We summarize these in the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.  You probably know them all by heart: feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, burying the dead, instructing the ignorant, counseling the doubtful, admonishing the sinner, comforting the afflicted, praying for the dead, forgiving offenses willingly, and bearing wrongs patiently (see Matthew 25:31-46).  
If that seems like a difficult checklist to keep in mind, I will mention an easier way to ensure that you are bearing fruit.  Look at the saints.  They bore good fruit in their lives.  Take a few of them as your models for actions and attitudes.  Learn about how they lived their lives and pray for their help in doing the same.  
The devil has planned a harvest of wickedness.  He aims to corrupt and discredit the field of the Kingdom.  By our thoughts and deeds, we can stop him.  “Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance,” and be counted among the wheat, among the righteous, in the Kingdom of God.
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