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November 26 & 27, 2011

+ JMJ +


First Sunday of Advent, Year B
Time to Act
When we listen to the prophets of the Bible, like Isaiah, we often focus so much on their message, that we forget the lives of the men behind the messages.  Many times, God would give a prophecy by the very way the prophet lived; for example, when he asked Hosea to marry a harlot or when he told Ezekiel not to grieve when his wife died.  The prophet’s own life is part of the prophecy.

The same is true for Isaiah.  He lived in a frightening time.  During his lifetime, ten of the twelve tribes of Israel were destroyed and wiped out of history to this day, all because they refused to trust in God and follow His ways.  In the south where Isaiah lived, in Jerusalem and the country of Judah, the situation was little better.  Foreign armies were destroying the land and attacking the Holy City itself.  The Chosen people were living such sinful lives, that they appeared no different from the pagan peoples surrounding them.  And despite all these warning signs, nobody would listen to Isaiah’s message.  

We heard part of his message today.  “We are sinful,” he said.  “All of us have become like unclean people…like polluted rags…like withered leaves.”  They were guilty of breaking their covenant with God and hardening their hearts, but nobody would call on God for help.  The saddest part was, they still had time to change.  It was not too late to be faithful to God.  When the Flood came in Noah’s day, it was too late to change.  When the northern ten tribes were taken away, it was too late for them to change.  But Judah still had a chance to hear and to act upon Isaiah’s message.
It is good for us to learn about Isaiah’s life and about his world, because we can clearly see that his message is meant for us.  Our situation is very similar to his own.  We live in frightening times.  Our country is at war on many fronts, and these wars could easily come home in the form of terrorism.  Christians today are often living such sinful lives that they appear no different from non-believers.  The people we meet at work, at school, when shopping or driving would usually never guess that we are Christians based on our actions.  And despite all the warning signs of crisis in our culture, few people are listening to the message of Isaiah or to the message of Jesus.
But just as in Isaiah’s day, it is not too late for us to change.  We still have a chance as a nation, as families, as individuals, to hear and act upon Isaiah’s message.  We still have a chance to be faithful once again to the agreement we made with Jesus at our baptism and confirmation to follow his teachings.  We have a great advantage over Isaiah and his people.  They could only admit their sinfulness and try to change their ways.  We, however, have the means to start fresh with all our past sins forgiven.  When we admit our sinfulness by means of the sacrament of confession, Jesus Christ himself wipes away all our sins and gives us the power to change our ways.  We are not relying on ourselves and on our own power, as even the Chosen People had to do.  By means of confession, the power of Christ works in us.  
What a gift we have as Catholics!  To be able to use this means of forgiveness given to us by Jesus himself!  Not to be weighed down with guilt or lost in despair or deceiving ourselves about how good or bad we really are, but to live in the truth: that we are sinners and that God loves us.  

Because I want to make this gift of Christ more available to you, especially during Advent, I have added many opportunities for confession.  This Wednesday at 7pm we will have a penance service at St. Francis with 6 priests available for Confession.  Next Sunday December 4th at 4pm we will have a penance service at St. Bernard with at least 6 priests available as well.  Please take advantage of one of these times when lines will be short and you have many confessors to choose from.  I will also be hearing confessions half-an-hour before each weekend Mass throughout Advent.  If this schedule proves convenient and helpful for you, I plan to continue offering confessions at these times the whole year round.  
We still have the chance to hear and to act upon Isaiah’s message.  We still have the chance to recommit ourselves to Christ through the sacrament of confession.  Let us take advantage of this gift our savior has given us.
Rev. Eric Culler
