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1st Sunday of Advent, Year C
The Son of Man

As near as I can figure, Jesus has over 100 names or titles.  The great Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” mentions a few: “ O come, O Wisdom from on high…great Lord of might…Rod of Jesse’s stem..Key of David…Dayspring from on high.”  Each title reminds us about who Jesus is and what he does for our salvation.  
But when speaking about himself, Jesus only ever used two titles.  In the Gospels he calls himself either “Son of God” or “Son of Man.”  Both are simple titles, but with very complex meanings.  Today we will take a closer look at the title that Jesus used most often: “Son of Man.”

Even the most critical, doubtful, or unbelieving person who studies Scripture cannot deny that Jesus called himself the Son of Man.  The evidence is plain.  This title was never used for a person, let alone for the messiah, before Jesus said it about himself.  Only the prophet Daniel mentions the Son of Man in a vision, as we heard last week at Mass, but Daniel does not say who or what the Son of Man is.  Jesus is the first person to clarify that the Son of Man, who receives dominion, glory, and kingship from the Father, is himself.
This title was never used before Jesus, and it was so mysterious, that even the Christians who came after Jesus did not use it.  But the Evangelists made sure to record the title in their Gospels, because Jesus said it about himself so often.  

So we must ask ourselves: what was Jesus saying about himself as the Son of Man?  Again, the evidence from Scripture is plain.  Jesus talked about the Son of Man’s current activities on earth, he talked about the Son of Man’s upcoming Passion and Resurrection, and he talked about the Son of Man’s future coming in glory.  In short, Jesus talked about his own life and mission.
That leaves us with another question: why did Jesus say all of this in such a mysterious way?  He could have said “I’m God, I can forgive sins, I’m going to suffer, die, and rise from the dead, and then I will ascend into heaven and return one day.”  Instead, Jesus used the mysterious title, “Son of Man” to describe himself and his actions.  Why?
Pope Benedict gives the following answer (see Jesus of Nazareth page 324).  Jesus called himself the Son of Man for the same reason that he spoke in parables: to invite us to explore the mystery of who he is.  Jesus wants to grab our attention with a mystery, because everybody loves a good mystery.  If Jesus had spoken outright, one of two things would have happened.  People would have rejected him without a second thought, or taken him for granted.  People would have seen him only on a superficial level and assumed that he was insane, impractical, power-hungry, or worse.  
Jesus knows that we like to make these hasty judgments about others, which usually turn out wrong.  And if we are usually wrong in thinking that we know other people, how much bigger will our mistake be in thinking that we know the God-man himself, Jesus?  

So Jesus used the mysterious title the “Son of Man” to grab our attention and invite us to learn about who he is.  Only if we are interested in knowing about him can we begin to discover who he is.  “The hidden reality” of who Jesus is, says Pope Benedict “can truly be discovered only through discipleship”—through following Jesus (page 324).  
This advent is a time to explore the mystery of who Jesus is.  This is the time to put aside our hasty judgments and to get re-acquainted with the real Jesus, the Son of Man.  I ask you to make a resolution this advent to do one small thing to get to know Jesus: perhaps read a little from the Gospels each day, follow an advent devotions book, or listen to one of the talks we have on CD in the church vestibule.  Jesus is inviting you to learn about who he is.  Will you accept that invitation?
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