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3rd Sunday of Advent, Year C
Establishing Justice
“What should we do?”  That question is often on our minds.  That question is one reason we come to Mass every week.  We want to know what we should do in our lives.  What should we say and do for our family, what should we do at work or school, what should we do about the future?  We need guidance from those who are wise.  Most of all, we need guidance from God.
The people who came to St. John the Baptist wanted to know what they should do in their lives.  They asked St. John because they knew that he was a man of God, a prophet, who could give them guidance from God.  Three groups in particular asked for his guidance: the crowds in general, the tax collectors, and the soldiers.  
We heard what St. John said to each group, but notice what he did not say.  The crowds were inhabitants of the Judean countryside and Jerusalem (see Mark 1:5).  These were a conquered people, a poor people struggling under Roman rule.  To them John could have said “Rise up, o working man, cast off the shackles of oppression!”  Instead he tells them to share their excess clothing and food with those in need.
The tax collectors were Roman collaborators—traitors financing a pagan regime with the hard-earned money of their own people.  To them John could have said “Quit your wicked profession and do penance for your sins!”  Instead, he tells them to collect only what is due.
The soldiers were the enforcers of tyranny.  They were thugs for the king and the governor.  To them John could have said “Rebel against your masters and liberate God’s Chosen people!”  Instead, he tells them to treat others fairly and be satisfied with their wages.  In short, John is giving the same message to each group.  He is telling them to establish justice.  
Why not call for revolution?  Why not call for the destruction of those who will not repent and the exaltation of the righteous?  St. John does not call for these actions because he has learned a very important truth from his years in the desert.  He has learned the same truth that God taught his Chosen People throughout their history.  

St. John has learned that God alone is our Redeemer.  God alone delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt.  God alone led them into the Promised Land.  God alone granted them victory over the nations that oppressed them.  God alone caused the rains to fall, the crops to grow, and trade to flourish.  Only when the Chosen People trusted in God alone did they enjoy prosperity.  When they trusted in their own power, their own cunning, or the might of other people and gods, they failed.  
God required them to do only one thing: to establish justice.  God required them to give what is proper to Him and to their fellow men.  To God they gave worship and offerings.  To their fellow men they gave food, clothing, shelter, respect, and kindness.  These were difficult actions to do.  With our fallen human nature, we want to keep rather than give, and we want to gain more rather than be satisfied with what we have.  

“What should we do?”  We should follow St. John the Baptist’s advice and establish justice.  We should give what is proper to God and to our fellow man.  Thankfully, our culture recognizes that this is a season for giving.  As this third week of Advent begins, let each of us think about what we should do for God and for our fellow man.  Let each of us strive to give rather than to keep and to be satisfied with what we have rather than to seek to gain more.  Let justice establish justice in our families, our homes, our schools, and our city and trust in God alone to redeem us and our world.
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