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The Ascension, Year C
The Way and the Door
I just finished a book by Stephen R. Donaldson which involved the main characters in a quest to find an ancient knowledge that would grant them power (The Ilearth War).  Guiding them was a being of magic who looked like a young man and usually answered them in riddles.  When they asked him over and over again where this knowledge could be found, he would say only “I am the way and the door.”  

To me those words had a Biblical sound to them.  They made me think of Christ as “the way and the truth and the life” (John 14:6a) and as “the door for the sheep” (John 10:7).  On this feast of Christ’s Ascension into heaven, those words gain a new dimension.  We realize that Christ is the way and the door not simply to some knowledge or power like the young man in the novel I read.  Christ’s Ascension reveals to us that Christ is the way and the door to heaven.  
The Letter to the Hebrews tells us how.  “[T]hrough the blood of Christ,” it says, “we have confidence of entrance into the sanctuary by the new and living way he opened for us through the veil, that is, his flesh” (10:19-20).  The blood of Christ’s crucifixion that forgave our sins opened the way to heaven by reconciling us with God.  The flesh of Christ is the veil through which we must pass.  His flesh is the door for entering heaven.  
Christ’s blood is the way, and his flesh is the door.  Each person who would go to heaven must travel this way and pass through this door.  Each person who would enter heaven must partake of Christ’s flesh and blood, which can only be done in the Blessed Sacrament, the Eucharist.  

That is why Christ said elsewhere “unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you” (John 6:53).  That is why we Catholics rush to give communion to those who are dying and are able to receive.  We want them to enter heaven by the only way and door, Jesus Christ.  That is why we gather every week and every day to eat his flesh and drink his blood.  We want to be prepared for the day when Christ comes to take us to heaven, either at the end of our lives or at his return in glory.  

Christ has gone first where we hope to go.  He ascended into heaven to prepare for us to enter heaven.  I leave you with a poem that describes this role Christ plays in preparing the way for us and opening the door:  
O strong Ram, which hast battered heaven for me,

Mild Lamb, which with thy blood, hast marked the path;

Bright Torch, which shin’st, that I the way may see

Oh, with thy own blood, quench thy own just wrath

· John Donne, Ascention 

Rev. Eric Culler 

