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12th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
The Year for Priests
Many of us want to say the world is ending soon.  We see terrorist attacks around the planet, militant nations with nuclear weapons, rapidly spreading diseases, and corporate greed and lies leading to economic collapse.  In our own nation and state we see violence and crime, widespread abortion and domestic abuse, the breakdown of the family, drug and alcohol addictions, and crises in healthcare, welfare, prisons, and education.  The Catholic Church is also beset with scandals and people falling away from the faith and from religion entirely, especially in Europe, once the heart of Christendom.  Rather than turning toward God, people are rejecting Him, even trying to remove His name from schools, from the pledge of allegiance, and from the coins we use.  
We have plenty of problems to face in the world today.  Nobody knows this better than Pope Benedict XVI.  As the leader of the largest and most diverse group of people on the planet, he has the most objective and accurate view of our problems.  For those of us in the West, he has already diagnosed our problem.  Western civilization was built upon Christianity, specifically, Catholicism.  Without a Catholic mindset, we would not have universities, science, international law and economics as we know them, and our arts and architecture would be greatly impoverished.  Our culture rises and falls with the practice of our Catholic faith.  
Since Pope Benedict knows this, he has proposed a solution to our problems that aims to restore all that is good in our culture by restoring the Catholic faith.  So far, his plan has two stages.  The first was the Year of St. Paul, which began last June and ends this June on the 29th.  The purpose of the Year of St. Paul was to begin reuniting all Christians into one Church and to spread the Gospel to those who have not heard it.  In our own day, this means we need to re-evangelize Christians who have stopped practicing or believing.  Our diocese will formally begin a campaign of evangelization this Fall.  We will seek to draw all people back to their roots.  
The second stage of Pope Benedict’s plan to heal the world began on Friday, when he declared The Year for Priests.  This year marks the 150th anniversary of the death of St. John Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests.  The purpose of this year, says the pope, is “to deepen the commitment of all priests to interior renewal for the sake of a more forceful and incisive witness to the Gospel in today's world” (Letter Proclaiming a Year for Priests).  
And it comes as no accident that this new year overlaps with The Year of St. Paul.  We priests are to re-commit ourselves to the promises we made at ordination and to strive for greater holiness so that we can evangelize the world like St. Paul.  This will only happen if we imitate St. Paul’s program laid out in our second reading today: “that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised” (2 Cor 5:15).  We priests have much work to do in becoming selfless like St. Paul and St. John Vianney.  
But thankfully you are here to help us.  Pope Benedict has special tasks for the laity as well in this Year for Priests.  The first is prayer for priests.  In this special year, your prayers will draw upon the graces of the Church in order to heal the damage your sin has done or the damage done in life by the souls in purgatory.  The word for this healing power is an indulgence.  You will bring full healing, or a plenary indulgence, to yourselves or to our beloved dead when you make the following spiritual offering: confess your sins in the sacrament of reconciliation, attend holy Mass, pray to Christ the High Priest for the holiness of priests, offer any good works you have done that day, and pray for the pope, our great priest, on certain special days.  The special days for this offering are Tuesday August 4th, the Feast of St. John Vianney, the Feast of the Sacred Heart next year, and the first Thursdays of each month.  People who are homebound for any good reason can also pray for priests with the same effect.  
The second task of the laity in this Year for Priests is to continue building up the Church through the gifts you have received from the Holy Spirit.  You are on the front lines in the world.  You know who is out there, and you have some ideas of how to draw people to Christ.  This year we priests need your collaboration more than ever, especially as we seek to re-evangelize our diocese.  Bring us your ideas on how to face the problems of the world.  Let us promote Pope Benedict’s program to restore culture by restoring the faith.  Let us live no longer for ourselves, but for Christ, as did St. Paul and St. John Vianney.  Then we can focus not on the end of this world, but on the beginning of a new and greater world.  
Rev. Eric Culler
For more information about The Year for Priests:

Vatican website: www.vatican.va 

· Pope Benedict’s Letter: click on the name “Benedict XVI” then “Letter” then “2009.”  The letter is at the top of the list.  

· Details on the indulgences: click “Roman Curia” then “Tribunals” then “Apostolic Penitentiary.”  The decree is at the top of the list.  

Official Year for Priests website: www.annussacerdotalis.org
Catholic University of America’s special website: yearforpriests.cua.edu/
