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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
“Death, Be Not Proud”
In today’s Gospel, St. Mark confronts life’s greatest mystery and tragedy: death.  And not just any death, but the death of the innocent—the death of a child.  We often fail to appreciate the trauma of this Gospel episode because we know the ending.  But the child’s father, Jairus, had to hear those terrible words:  “Your daughter has died.”  People in our parish and in our families have had to hear those terrible words.  
Our first question in the face of death is always “why?”  God is all-powerful.  God is all-loving.  So we wonder how he can be both and still allow people, especially the innocent, to die.  The Book of Wisdom tells us today that “God did not make death, nor does he rejoice in the destruction of the living,” but he “formed man to be imperishable.”  Through sin, inspired by the devil, the tragedy of death entered our world.  
But this explanation still leaves us with questions.  If death is the result of sin, why do the innocent die?  Since God is more powerful than the devil, why does he allow death to continue?  

I will not give you a quick and easy answer, because none exists.  Sin is irrational.  When Adam and Eve sinned, when we sin, we act irrationally.  And since death is a result of sin, it makes no sense either.  

But I want you to pay attention to one detail with me.  When Jesus heard the news of the girl’s death, he paid no attention to it.  He disregarded the message and said “Do not be afraid; just have faith.”  He acted like death was no obstacle to his original plan.  Then he raised the girl back to life.
Again, we know the end of the story, so we miss how astonishing this event is.  Here is a man named Jesus who tells the mourners at Jairus’s house that death is no more serious than sleep.  Here is a man who later talks freely about his own death as though it presents no obstacle to his plans.  And in fact, death does not stop him, but only begins a new and more glorious existence for him in his resurrected body.  

I think this attitude of Jesus toward death is best phrased by the poet John Donne (in “Holy Sonnets: Divine Meditations”):  

Death be not proud, though some have called thee

Mighty and dreadful, for, thou art not so,

For, those whom thou think’st, thou dost overthrow,

Die not, poor death, nor yet canst thou kill me.  
Jesus sees death as no great obstacle because he sees the big picture of eternity.  Compared to eternity, our time on earth is like a passing moment, and death itself is like the blink of an eye.  As we wait on this side of eternity, death looks frightening, mysterious, tragic, and unfair.  Jesus knew this.  As the only truly innocent man ever, he had every right to object to death and to be spared death.  But he sees the big picture, and he wanted to show us that not even death could be an obstacle to his plans for us.  So he lived what he preached and died himself.  This innocent man, who is also the immortal God, passed through death himself to show us that we can have life on the other side.  
When Jesus raised the daughter of Jairus, he gave us a vision of the true effect of death on our lives.  Again, John Donne describes it (also in “Divine Meditations”): 

One short sleep past, we wake eternally,

And death shall be no more, Death thou shalt die.
Death will remain a mystery and a tragedy for us in life, but with the eyes of faith, Jesus allows us to see the big picture of eternity as he does.  He also gives us the compassion to comfort those who mourn on earth as he did: by witnessing to our hope.  May we all adopt the attitude of Christ and be able to say with him:
Death be not proud, though some have called thee

Mighty and dreadful, for, thou art not so,

For, those whom thou think’st, thou dost overthrow,

Die not, poor death, nor yet canst thou kill me.  
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