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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
The Most Effective Way to Share the Faith
“Familiarity breeds contempt.”  Being familiar with someone can create problems.  Kids, think about how much you want to listen when your parents give advice: “Put on sunscreen,” “Don’t eat candy before bedtime,” “Brush your teeth.”  Parents, think about how much your children want to listen when you give advice.  The eyes roll, the shoulders slump, and they say in that special tone of voice “Mom!  Dad!”  
But the most difficult problem with familiarity is the same problem Jesus experienced in his home town.  We have difficulty sharing the faith with our friends and family.  We all have people close to us who have left the Catholic Church, who have never entered the Church, and or who practice no faith at all.  And even though this faith is the foundation of our lives that gives meaning to our existence, that helps us in trials, that opens our eyes to the true beauty and wonder of the world, we are afraid to invite our friends and family to join us.  We think we will drive them away, and maybe we have done so by accident in the past.
It seems that Jesus had the same problem.  In St. Mark’s Gospel, he works hundreds of miracles in every town he enters.  In Nazareth, he works only a few.  Demons flee in fear before him and the crowds marvel at the authority and wisdom of his teaching.  In Nazareth, he receives contempt.  
But some of Jesus’ relatives did believe in him: his cousins James and Jude were apostles, his aunt Mary, the wife of Clopas, was at the foot of his cross, and, of course, his own mother followed him.  Nazareth itself became a great Christian city in later centuries.  For Jesus, as for us, familiarity could be a stumbling block, but it could also be the most effective means of sharing the faith.  For this reason, Jesus called his apostles “friends” (John 15:15), and he called everyone who did the will of God the Father his “brother, sister, and mother” (Matt 12:50).  The bonds of family and friendship are the most effective way to share the faith.  

At the same time, we must know how to overcome the difficulties in our way if we are to be effective.  For this purpose, a wise man named Patrick Madrid has written a book called Search and Rescue: How to Bring Your Family and Friends into—or Back into—the Catholic Church.  Inside he gives a clear step-by-step approach for transforming ourselves into instruments of God’s grace for our friends and family.  In my own words, here are the first five steps:
1. Check my Faith

a. Make sure I am humble and trust God to help me

b. Make sure I live a life of prayer and continue practicing the faith
c. Make sure I have love in my heart

2. Check my  Motives

a. Make sure I want to help the person and honor God, not stoke my ego

3. Check my Relationship with the person

a. Make sure I am praying daily for the person

b. Make sure I set a good example in my life

c. Make sure I am friendly and loving toward the person 

4. Check the person’s Situation

a. Make sure I listen for the real reasons why the person left or stays away from the Church

5. Check my Knowledge

a. Make sure I know the basic teachings of the Church through the Scriptures, Tradition, and the Catechism

b. Make sure I live the Church’s teachings

Following those clear steps, we will be ready to begin sharing the faith with our friends and family, and even with strangers.  I challenge you to take those steps in your life so that our parish will be ready to re-evangelize Tiffin this Fall as our entire diocese undertakes a mission of evangelization for our hundredth anniversary.  
To help you, I have placed a display in the narthex with pamphlets and CDs about Catholicism that you may use yourselves and pass out to others to answer their questions.  Please make a donation if you can so that I can order more of the same materials for the students at Tiffin University and Heidelberg, since many students fall away from the Church in college.  I am also so impressed with Mr. Madrid’s book, that I will give a free copy to anyone who signs up for it after Mass.  
Familiarity may breed contempt, but the bonds of family and friendship are the most effective ways to share the faith.  As we offer the sacrifice of the Mass today, join me in praying for the conversions of our families and friends.  Join me in praying that we can share the faith with them.  
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