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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
When God’s Plan Comes Together
If there’s anything the 1980s taught us, it’s that a good television show needs a good catch phrase.  The best phrase, in my mind, comes from the best show of the 1980’s, the A-Team.  I don’t mean Mr. T’s famous line “I pity the fool.”  I’m thinking of the phrase from the leader of the A-Team, Colonel John “Hannibal” Smith played by George Peppard.  Every episode, when he had the bad guys where he wanted them, he’d clench his cigar in his mouth, smile, and say: “I love it when a plan comes together.”
Believe it or not, this is exactly what St. Paul is saying at the beginning of the Letter to the Ephesians (all Scriptural quotes that follow are taken from Eph 1:3-14).  When he talks about “the mystery,” he is referring to the plan of God the Father which finally comes together in Jesus Christ.  The Father had this plan “before the foundation of the world,” and through the “wisdom and insight” that St. Paul received, he was able to discover this plan.  St. Paul rejoices because he knows the Father’s glorious plan, which is this: “a plan for the fullness of times, to sum up all things in Christ, in heaven and on earth.”  
Those mysterious words should leave us with two questions.  What exactly is the Father’s plan, and how does that plan come together?  To answer those questions, we should know first about St. Paul and this letter.  He wrote the Letter to the Ephesians from prison, perhaps his last imprisonment in Rome.  If Rome was his location, that would make Ephesians one of the last letters St. Paul wrote before his execution.  This would explain the maturity of his theology here.  St. John Chrysostom agrees that this letter “abounds with sentiments of overwhelming loftiness and grandeur.  Thoughts which [St. Paul] scarcely so much as utters anywhere else, he here plainly declares” (Homily on the Epistle to the Ephesians, page 49 in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, volume 13).  St. Paul is giving us his conclusion from a lifetime of studying the Old Testament and salvation history, and from a long career of preaching, performing miracles, and celebrating Mass and the sacraments.  Only in this letter, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, does he pierce the mystery of God the Father’s plan and share it with us.  
So what exactly is the Father’s plan?  Not only creating everything through Christ, not only sending Christ for our redemption and raising him up in glory, and not only making us one body with him and reuniting the entire human family in the Church.  As amazing as those events are, St. Paul already revealed them in his other letters.  What he adds here is the Father’s plan “to sum up all things in Christ.”  Everything that exists in the universe is returning to Christ.  All creatures of nature, all the angels above, all human work and learning and desires have Christ alone for their goal.  Even those who reject and oppose Christ through serious sins will have their efforts turned around to serve the Father’s plan, so that God will bring good even out of evil.  The fulfillment of the Father’s plan will be a new heaven and a new earth with Christ reigning in the heart of the new Jerusalem. 
But how does the Father’s plan come together?  Three words: love, choice, praise.  He loves us; He chose us; we praise Him.  The Father has such a strong love for each of us that love motivates all his actions.  This love led Him to choose us “before the foundation of the world” and to adopt us as children.  Along with choosing us, he gives us blessings and grace to help us remain faithful.  And our response to His love and choice is to praise Him.  In fact, St. Paul says “that we…exist for the praise of his glory.”  St. Paul even writes this entire passage as one long prayer in a familiar Jewish style (that style is called the berakah; see Luke Timothy Johnson The Writings of the New Testament page 414).  
The message for us is clear: we ought to praise and gives thanks to God always.  Some of our high school youth put this into practice two weeks ago when they went to Franciscan University in Steubenville.  Yet, they did more than pray and praise God that weekend.  They also learned about Him.  If you have not felt a deep desire to praise God the Father at Mass or in your personal prayers, or if you do not pray every day, most likely, you have stopped learning about Him.  St. Paul rejoiced at the Father’s plan because he had studied the Scriptures long and hard and reflected on the meaning of human history.  When we make no effort to grow in our knowledge of God and of our Catholic faith, it’s no wonder that our love grows cold and that we return only ingratitude for the Father’s love of us.  
In our parish, nobody has an excuse for remaining ignorant and letting his or her love grow cold.  We have a regular Bible study, two apologetics groups, a young adult group and youth group, not to mention Catholic schools, CCD, and RCIA for adults.  If you don’t have time for a group or for reading, I have just placed a whole rack of CDs about the faith in the narthex.  Borrow them, buy them, listen to them in the car, or pass them out to friends and family.  Whatever you do, do something to appreciate the amazing sacrifices and lengths God has gone to so that you could be sitting here today.  Then you will be able to say with St. Paul “I love it when God’s plan comes together.”  
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