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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
Charity in Truth: Breaking Down Walls of Division
How many of you remember when the Berlin Wall fell?  I was nine years old, but I could tell that something amazing had happened.  I saw the news videos of people embracing each other, crying, and celebrating.  When that concrete wall shattered, the division within a nation was shattered, and Germany became whole again.  The wall of hostility between East and West Europe soon fell as well, and the division between communist and capitalist was shattered.  Now practically all of Europe is united economically and politically in the European Union.  
St. Paul tells us that something even more amazing happened when he was a young man.  Christ died on the cross, destroying sin, and shattering the wall between Jew and Gentile.  Now, this was a real wall.  Outside the Temple in Jerusalem was a low stone barricade with a sign warning that only Jews could pass and enter into the Holy Temple to worship the Lord God.  Any Gentile who entered was to be executed, not unlike any German who tried to cross the Berlin Wall without clearance.  
Christ did not destroy this physical wall, but rather turned his attention to the wall that shut out both Jew and Gentile: the wall of their sins against God.  Christ circumvented “the dividing wall” outside the Temple and instead “broke down” the wall alienating all human beings from God, reconciling both Jew and Gentile “in one body, through the cross.”  When that wall of hostility was shattered, the division within the human family was shattered.  Humanity became whole again, and now practically all races are united in faith in the Catholic, or universal, Church.  
Yet, although representatives of every race share our faith, only 1/6 of the world’s population is Christian.  Divisions remain, even among ourselves.  At the same time, we hear more and more about globalization and the global village.  Television, cell phones, and the internet allow people from all over the world to communicate easily with each other.  Retail stores sell us everything from clothing to food shipped from other countries.  Our music and movies are often imported as well.  Maybe globalization is the final step to break down the wall between peoples and to end all divisions on the planet.  
Pope Benedict does not think so.  In light of the global economic crisis, the world has seen the downside of international connections.  We also know that many businesses mistreat their workers in the third world to produce cheap products for first world consumers.  At the same time, workers in the first world are being downsized and their jobs outsourced to poorer nations.  
To provide some direction in these confusing times, Pope Benedict has just released his third encyclical called Caritas in Veritate—Charity in Truth.  In it he warns us that developing international connections and sharing technology and information is not enough to break down the walls between peoples.  To establish real brotherhood between all nations, we must practice charity founded on truth.  
Without truth, the pope warns us that charity, or love, becomes an empty word.  In our time, love is often redefined to mean simply “being nice to someone.”  But if we do not know the One who created us and the purpose He has given for our lives, we cannot even be nice to others, let alone really love them.  So the pope reminds us that God has created us to know, love, and serve him.  If we would truly practice charity toward others, we must also help them with their spiritual needs.  We must help them to know their creator and their savior.  
Christ is the truth, and only in him can the wall separating the nations be broken down.  Pope Benedict reminds us that no human institution or technology can fix the social problems we are facing now, because they ignore God and the value of every human person.  We as Americans need to beware the type of economic renewal that our country promotes.  It must be one that respects and even encourages religious practice, that opposes abortion, euthanasia, and sterilization, that encourages individual initiative rather than offering government handouts, and that works against corruption to offer justice for all.  
We must give Christ room to work by honoring him and respecting each other.  Only he can break down the walls dividing the human family.  
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For a full text of the Pope’s encyclical, Caritas in Veritate, go to the Vatican website www.vatican.va and click on “Latest Updates” 

