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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
Wisdom
2500 years ago, something new began in the world.  On the coasts of the Aegean Sea, the Greeks began to seek wisdom as a way of life.  By thinking and observing, they tried to explain the world and man’s place in it.  These men and those after them would be called Philosophers, which means, “those who love wisdom.”
The Jewish people also began seeking wisdom in earnest at this time.  They began collecting the wise sayings of King Solomon and the other ancients and writing their own reflections too.  These writings became the third and final division of the Old Testament called the Wisdom Books.  The Book of Proverbs, our first reading today, is one of the best known of the Wisdom Books.  
Like the Greeks, the Jewish people realized that wisdom was a necessary part of true happiness.  Proverbs shows this with the meal that Wisdom prepares in our reading.  Just as food is necessary to sustain our bodies, so wisdom is necessary to sustain our souls.  St. Paul also counsels us today to live “not as foolish persons but as wise” and to avoid ignorance (Ephesians 5:15).  
But Biblical wisdom has this one difference from all others.  As the beginning of Proverbs says, “to fear the Lord is the first stage of wisdom” (1:7).  Without a living faith in God, all earthly wisdom is folly.  In fact, the Bible calls all who willfully refuse to believe in God “fools” (Psalm 53:1).  
This lack of faith in God, this willful disbelief in God is the source of the folly of our modern age.  Pope Benedict made this observation when he spoke at World Youth Day in Australia.  “If God is irrelevant to public life,” the pope says, “then society will be shaped in a godless image. When God is eclipsed, our ability to recognize the natural order, purpose, and the ‘good’ begins to wane. What was ostensibly promoted as human ingenuity soon manifests itself as folly, greed and selfish exploitation” (July 17, 2008).
In his recent encyclical letter, Pope Benedict hammered this point home again.  He reminded us that the world’s economic and social problems will never be solved without a living faith in God.  No philosophy, no earthly wisdom can help people and societies develop if our ultimate goal—God—is not in sight.  
The way to happiness for all people in our time is to seek after true wisdom, which starts with a living faith in God.  By being here at Mass, you have taken the first step toward true wisdom.  This Fall we will help others in Tiffin take that first step toward faith in God when we begin our diocesan campaign for evangelization, reaching out to those who are away from God and the Church.  
Since I will be teaching at Calvert High School next year, I must get into the habit of assigning homework.  So here is this week’s homework for all of you.  First, think of somebody who has stopped coming to Church or who has never been involved, and start thinking of ways to invite that person back.  RCIA starts in just a few weeks on Monday nights for adults who want to learn about being Catholic.  If each of us brings just one or two people into the Catholic Church this year, our town will be transformed.  

The other part of your assignment is to take a further step toward wisdom by reading from the Book of Proverbs this week.  Proverbs is full of short, profound sayings.  Maybe read just one each morning and think about it throughout the day.  Then talk about it at the dinner table with your spouse, your family or friends.  
Wisdom “has spread her table,” and we are all invited to “forsake foolishness” and to “advance in the way of understanding.”  Here at the table of the Holy Eucharist, we will receive the Wisdom from on High, the body and blood of Jesus Christ.  May he direct us and our world to true wisdom.  
Rev. Eric Culler

