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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Slow Changes in Life
I have finally found the perfect analogy to describe Fr. Gary.  Fr. Gary is like a red wine.  I do not just mean that his face is red from sun-tanning—I mean that like a wine, he has become more complex with age.  He has learned to use e-mail, he can almost program his own cell phone by now, and he even uses big words sometimes.  But, like wine, the change has been a slow process.  And, like the fermentation of wine, there is still that uncertain outcome: whether the juice will mellow into wine or turn sour into vinegar.  And now, as Fr. Gary enters his twilight years, we will have to see if he mellows or turns sour with age.
Like Fr. Gary and like wine, the most important parts of our lives usually involve a slow process of change: our personalities, our habits, our knowledge, our love for other people.  Those elements of ourselves and our world that we want to change quickly are precisely the parts that involve a slow process of change.  
The crowd in today’s Gospel had the same experience.  They brought the man who was deaf and mute to Jesus and expected Jesus to simply lay hands on him and heal him in an instant.  Instead, Jesus steps aside with him and works an elaborate ritual for healing him.  Jesus is all-powerful, of course, and has no need of all these steps to heal the man.  His purpose in taking his time has two explanations.  First, to show everyone how difficult this change is.  The healing of a deaf-mute is rarely mentioned in ancient literature (Mark by Robert Gundry, page 384).  Whether by medicine or by miracle, the cure was very difficult to obtain.  Second, Jesus takes his time to remind them that the most important changes in life take time.  Like the crowd, we expect them in an instant, but God gives them to us slowly.  

For His own reasons, God has made us this way.  Whenever we seek to improve an important part of our lives, we enter a slow process of change.  Getting rid of bad habits and developing good habits takes time.  Freeing ourselves from addictions and sin takes time.  Learning to pray from the heart and concentrating in prayer takes time.  Being able to love difficult people and being able to show kindness to everyone we meet takes time.  
Now that summer and vacations are over, we are called to focus once again on our studies and on our work.  We are called to focus on the important parts of our lives that need change: daily habits, addictions, sins, organization, the way we treat family, friends, and strangers, and prayer.  Each of these will involve a slow process of change, so we must prepare ourselves to persevere.  

At this Mass, we call to mind all those parts of our lives that we want to change, and we ask Christ to change us.  As he showed us in healing the deaf-mute today, we must not expect change all at once, but allow him to work on us slowly.   May he grant us the patience and the courage to persevere.  
Rev. Eric Culler

