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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
In the Beginning
Pope John Paul II gave 23 lectures based on those words from the Gospel.  And like Christ’s response to the Pharisees, the pope’s lectures dealt primarily with the creation of man and woman in the book of Genesis.  When the Pharisees wanted to know about the relationship between man and woman, Christ took them to the beginning, to his original plan.  If we want to learn about the relationship between man and woman, and in fact about the relationships between all people today, we too must follow Christ back to the beginning.  

There at the beginning, we discover two deep truths about ourselves from the way God created us.  We human beings stand alone, but we are made for another.  Adam is created alone.  The Pope sees two meanings in this detail.  First, as human beings, we are alone in the world.  Adam finds no creature like himself among all the animals that God made.  None of them can know themselves.  None of them ask what they are and why they are.  And none of them can freely choose.  They are ruled by instinct and stimuli.  Only Adam needs the commandment not to eat of one particular tree in the garden because only he has a free choice.  No animal can understand what Adam is feeling and what he is experiencing.  We human beings stand alone.  
The second meaning Pope John Paul discovered in our creation is that men and women are alone without each other.  Adam as a male has no other person to relate to until God creates Eve.  He saw mated pairs among the animals and realized that he had nobody.  For this reason, he is so overjoyed when he first meets Eve.  Now he is not alone.  Without woman, man is alone, just as without man, woman is alone.  

So the conclusion of the creation story is that man and woman are made for another.  Without their relationship, they are incomplete.  Without their relationship, Adam and Eve cannot express themselves or share their identity.  Only with each other can they be fully who they are.  
Pope John Paul II went to such trouble to explain our creation because the words of Christ are meant for men and woman today.  Christ called the Pharisees back to the beginning to end the practice of divorce, which harmed the relationship between man and woman.  Christ calls us back to the beginning to end those practices which are harming our relationships today.  

All these harmful practices can be summed up in one word: isolation.  Any action or way of life that leaves us feeling more isolated from other people should be avoided.  Adam was created alone, but it was not good for him to remain that way.  So many practices today that seem to connect people fail to build relationships.  Texting, facebook, and twitter are not enough; parties and shared entertainment are not enough; drugs and promiscuity are not enough.  In themselves, these things leave us isolated.  
Nothing can substitute for time spent in the presence of another human being with whom we share who we are.  Nothing can substitute for true friendship.  Marriage is meant to be the best natural means to share ourselves with another, because man and woman share a common life in marriage.   But married couples today have a special challenge because society and the economy do not allow us the time needed for authentic sharing of ourselves to build true friendships.  So many activities fill our lives, but we do not make time for this most valuable activity—developing our relationships.  
Among the people we know, how many could we go to with a serious problem in our lives?  Among our friends, how many have told us their dreams for the future, their pains from the past, or their thoughts about God and eternity?  
We stand alone as human beings, but we are made for another.  This week let us listen to Christ’s words about the beginning and see where we have become isolated.  Then we can make time for sharing with others in our relationships with our spouse, with our friends, with our brothers or sisters.  The better we share ourselves with another, the better we can live the way God has meant us to live from the very beginning.  
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