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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
Called by God
Once when I was on an eight-hour trip in my car, I decided to make the drive into a mini-retreat.  So I put into the CD player a series of talks given by Bishop Fulton Sheen to a group of priests on retreat in Ireland.  In his usual hard-hitting style, Bishop Sheen began by telling his brother priests “There are thousands of others who would have been better [priests] than we…God has chosen things low and contemptible—mere nothings—to overthrow the existing powers” (Called and Chosen: The Never Changing Face of the Priesthood).  
Actors could deliver sermons better than we.  Businessmen could manage parishes better than we.  Psychologists could diagnose disorders and counsel people better than we.  The only greatness we have as priests, as Bishop Sheen reminds us, comes from the gifts God freely chooses to give to us and the call that God has made to us.  
The author of the Letter to the Hebrews makes the same point.  He is speaking about the Old Testament priesthood and the high priest.  The high priest was not chosen for his human greatness or for his skill.  He was a sinner and beset by weakness, but he was called by God.  His greatness came from the gifts God freely gave him and the call God made to him.  

The New Testament priesthood is the same.  We priests are chosen by Jesus Christ to be representatives for all the Christian faithful and to be his representative to you.  We Catholics do not think about it, but this fundamental fact—that priests are chosen by Christ, ordained by Christ—has serious consequences that distinguish our priests from ministers in other Christian Churches:
· Priesthood is not a popularity contest – priests do not need to please a council of elders to keep their jobs, as is the case with many ministers

· Priests can preach the truth even when it is difficult to hear – priests are able to preach the message Christ gives them from the Gospel, not simply the message the people want him to preach

The fact that Christ has chosen priests and ordained them by his power also has serious consequences for the Church at large:

· The Real Presence of Christ remains in the Eucharist after Mass – Christ’s power in the priest effects the transubstantiation of the bread and wine into his body and blood, not the faith of the people during the liturgy, as many other Christians believe

· The sacraments are still effective, even when the priest is sinful and unworthy – Christ remains faithful to his Church and can work through sinful instruments.  Other Christians often place the emphasis on the minister’s personal skills, which are human and bound to fail
Like all the sacraments, the priesthood is an amazing gift to the Church, because we are able to experience the power of Christ in the flesh—in this case, in a man standing in front of us!  I thank God for the holy priests who represented Christ to me in my life.  Without them, I would not have come to know Jesus as my Lord, savior, and friend.  I ask you to pray for me and for all priests during this special Year for Priests that we are celebrating.  We are not the best of men.  We are only great because God has called us to serve you.  Pray that all priests will remember how they were called and chosen by Christ, although low and contemptible, to bring his presence into the world.  
Rev. Eric Culler

