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32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
Opposite Attitudes
Anybody who grew up watching Sesame Street can understand today’s Gospel reading.  Among the important things Sesame Street taught us were opposites.  I remember Grover the blue monster running up to the camera and saying “near,” then running into the background and saying “far.”  A funny cartoon on Sesame Street also featured a deep, bass voice singing “dark,” followed by a man flipping on a lamp and singing in a high tenor voice “light.”  
Like any good teacher, Jesus draws his apostles’ attention to a pair of opposites: the scribes and the poor widow.  The scribes have the attitude of entitlement.  They want honor and riches, and they get them from people.  The poor widow has an attitude of generosity.  She has very little honor or riches, and she does not get either one.  Only Jesus seems to recognize her generous spirit when he makes the startling remark that she has given more than all the rich people who contributed in the Temple because she had very little to give.  
Hopefully the apostles and we ourselves get the message: avoid the attitude of the scribes and imitate the attitude of the widow.  That advice is golden no matter what vocation we are living.  Whether we are clergy, religious, married or single, an attitude of entitlement ruins our lives and an attitude of generosity improves our lives.  

When we think we deserve something, we use up all our energy to get it.  We ignore the problems we create and the ways we hurt other people getting what we want.  It can be that promotion I deserve, or those words of praise my family better give me for all the hard work I do, or that present I am supposed to get soon.  Whenever we think we deserve something, we end up miserable if we do not get it and ungrateful when we do.  After all, we deserve it, so why should we thank anybody?  
That attitude makes our lives on earth unpleasant and does nothing to prepare us for eternal life.  When we begin thinking God owes us a certain standard of living, then we end up angry at Him when He fails to deliver.  Some people even doubt that God exists simply because He did not give them the life they expected.  More commonly, we fail to thank God for all that He gives us each day—for every breath, which we do not deserve, for every meal, which we do not deserve, for His blessings, which we do not deserve.  

How much more smoothly our lives go when we have the attitude of generosity—when, like the widow, we can freely give because we first see that God has given everything to us.  That attitude of freely giving of ourselves for the good of other people is what makes our vocations succeed.  In priesthood, religious life, married and single life, we have to be willing to be generous with the people entrusted to our care.  We have to be willing to provide for the needs of our families, our neighbors, and our Church using the means we have.  Most important of all the things that we can offer is our time.  The time we spend caring for and listening to another human being is the greatest act of generosity we can make.  
Jesus wants us to notice the opposite attitudes we see today: the attitude of entitlement and the attitude of generosity.  He wants us to consider which attitude we have.  If we have not been generous, then Jesus calls us to change now, for the good of our lives on earth, the lives of people around us, and our eternal life in heaven.  May Jesus help us to flee the attitude of entitlement and to adopt the attitude of generosity.  
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