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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
St. Michael, Angel of Peace
“[T]hey will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds’ with great power and glory, and then he will send out the angels” (Mark 13:26-27).  Signs: Jesus tells today about signs of the end times.  The holy prophet Daniel was told about the signs of the end as well.  And first on the list of signs told to Daniel was this:
“At that time there shall arise Michael, the great prince, guardian of your people; it shall be a time unsurpassed in distress since nations began until that time” (Daniel 12:1).  

St. Michael the Archangel would appear.  When life looks bleakest, when the end seems upon us, St. Michael would be there to help the People of God.  

And so he has been.  In times of distress unsurpassed in history until that point, St. Michael has been there to help the People of God.

The 14th and 15th centuries were a time unsurpassed in distress.  There were plagues.  The Black Death killed about one third of the population of Europe in just one year, and it continued on and off for over a century.  There were wars.  The Hundred Years’ War between England and France wreaked havoc on those two countries.  There was economic ruin.  Feudalism declined, prices dropped, land values dropped, loans were defaulted on, and a recession hit the continent.  There was confusion.  New philosophies said that God was erratic, unpredictable, and cruel, and that the Church of Jesus Christ was not to be trusted.  There was scandal.  The King of France murdered the pope and made the future popes his slaves for seventy years.  
Then St. Michael appeared.  He appeared to a poor French girl names Joan and told her to lead the army of France to free her country.  That’s just what St. Joan of Arc did, and the long war ended soon after she was falsely accused and gave up her life for Christ.  

But a time soon came that surpassed the distress of those years.  A time of plagues.  Tuberculosis claiming 2-3 million lives each year, and AIDS claiming 1 million each year.  A time of wars—world wars—and a Cold War with a potential for destruction unimagined in previous eras.  A time of economic ruin.  A Great Depression and a global recession with prices dropping, land values dropping, and loans defaulted on.  A time of confusion.  The political executions of Communist countries totaling almost a billion deaths, abortions in excess of one billion deaths by a conservative estimate, and martyrdoms of Christians on a larger scale than ever before.  A time of scandal, as clergy and Christians fail to live their faith in Christ.  
Of course, I am speaking about the 20th and 21st centuries—a time unsurpassed in distress thus far in history.  And where is St. Michael?  Where is the Defender of the Church, the Angel of Peace?  He has already appeared.  
He appeared to three children in Fatima during the first World War to prepare them to welcome the appearance of Mary, the Mother of God.  St. Michael, calling himself the Angel of Peace, prepared the children for Mary’s message of peace, conversion, and prayer.  I’m sure many of you know that message of Fatima: to pray the rosary for peace and the conversion of the world.
But St. Michael appeared even before Fatima.  At the end of the 19th century, Pope Leo XIII composed a prayer to St. Michael, and ordered it to be read after all the low Masses throughout the world.  That prayer is known and prayed by many of you.  It begins, “St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.”  It seems Pope Leo had a hint—maybe even a vision—of the time of distress to come, and that he wanted to prepare the People of God for those times.  

We can see the signs of the end times all around us.  Each year before Advent, the Church draws our attention to these signs so that we will be prepared.  As for the exact date of the end, the prophet Daniel was not told, and Jesus did not tell the disciples.  Instead, Jesus wants us to live with a sense of urgency to resist evil and to practice the faith.  

To help us, he has sent St. Michael ahead of him.  I have placed copies of the prayer to St. Michael at all the doors of the church.  I encourage you to take one if you do not know the prayer, and I encourage all of you to pray this prayer every day.  We need the help of the Defender of the Church, the Angel of Peace, in these times of distress.  St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle!  St. Michael the archangel, pray for us!
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