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Christ the King, Year B
The Greatest Story Ever Told
Once upon a time, “a nobleman went off to a distant country to obtain the kingship for himself and then to return… His fellow citizens, however, despised him and sent a delegation after him to announce, ‘We do not want this man to be our king’” (Luke 19:12 & 13).  

A hero, villains, conflict, and a quest: all the elements of a good story are here.  And not only a good story—we have here the building blocks for the greatest story in our Western culture: the story of the hero who becomes king.  It’s like the story of the boy who pulled the sword from the stone to become King Arthur of Camelot.  It’s like the recent story of the wandering man who defeats Sauron, the Lord of the Rings, to become King Aragorn of Gondor.  
But the greatest of all these stories is the story that came true.  The Greatest Story Ever Told is the story of the man Jesus who defeated Satan and his kingdom of darkness to become the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, who will reign forever and ever.  
Our Scriptures today give us a glimpse of each part of the story.  The prophet Daniel tells us who becomes king, the Gospel tells us how he becomes king, and the Book of Revelation tells us what he will do after becoming king.  

In his vision, Daniel sees the Ancient One, God the Father Almighty.  And before the throne of God comes a strange hero.  He looks like a son of Man—like a human being—but he is also approaching on the clouds of heaven like God himself.  This hero is both human and divine, both God and man.  And God the Father, Who alone has all power and authority in the universe, gives to this hero a kingship that will last forever.  
Daniel does not know the name of this hero.  Only later in the story, in the Gospels, do we learn who this mysterious person is: he is Jesus, the Son of God and the Son of Mary.  He is the only one who can fit Daniel’s description of being both God and man.  

The Gospels then tell us how this hero Jesus becomes king—about his quest.  He travels to earth where he is born in a stable and grows like any other boy.  But when he reaches manhood, he begins journeying around the country healing and teaching.  His quest, as he tells Pontius Pilate today, is to testify to the truth.  The testimony of Jesus is not with words alone, but with his every action.  And his greatest action is his final conflict with the villain Satan, when Jesus lays down his life on the cross and arises victorious in the resurrection. 

Now, as a king, the book of Revelation tells us that Christ rules over the kings of the earth.  Through his Holy Spirit working in the world and in the Church, he directs the course of history and offers freedom from sin to people of every time and place.  At the end of the story, Christ the King will return victorious.  All people on earth will see his return and know him, and he will judge each person and each nation according to its deeds.  
This is the Greatest Story Ever Told.  It is the story God told, not merely by writing a book, but by writing every event in the history of the world.  It is the story that all of us long to hear because God has placed the desire for this story in the heart of every person.  

This is the story Jesus told about himself, which I mentioned earlier.  He is the nobleman, the divine hero, who went on a quest to a distant land, down to earth, then up to heaven.  He is the one who was hated by his countrymen.  They judged him and put him to death.  But in that final conflict on the cross, he defeated Satan, the real enemy, and obtained the kingship.

Now we wait until he will return to judge the wicked and put them to death in hell.  We are waiting now for the end to the Greatest Story Ever Told with excitement in our hearts.  We are waiting to see him “coming amid the clouds,” the King of Kings and Lord of Lords who will reign forever and ever!
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