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Palm Sunday, Year B
“A Closer Look”
Today we begin Holy Week, the most important time of the year for Christians and for the whole world.  At this time, nearly 2000 years ago, God the Father showed his great love for all peoples by sending his only Son, Jesus Christ, to die as a sacrifice for the sins of every person in every time and place.  The events of this week are the center-point of all human history because the human race was reconciled to God, its creator.  All that remains for us is to accept this offer of God’s love.

In order to accept God’s love, we need to appreciate the gravity of the sacrifice Jesus made.  We need to appreciate all the signs of love he showed us in the Passion narrative we just heard.  We need to ponder these events more deeply and to look at them more closely.  For this reason, we are going to take a magnifying glass this week and study close-up the events of our salvation.  
This closer look will take three whole days, which we call the Triduum.  Before the Triduum even begins, all the priests of our diocese will renew our vows at the Chrism Mass, thanking Jesus our High Priest for the priestly vocation which he first gave to the apostles, and which they passed on to bishops, who passed it on to priests.  We will gather with our bishop at the Cathedral on Tuesday to celebrate the Mass with him, as Jesus celebrated the Last Supper with his apostles.  
Then on Holy Thursday, the first day of the Triduum, we will look more closely at the Last Supper where Jesus began the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist by giving us his body and blood under the appearance of ordinary bread and wine in that ordinary upper room in the house of St. Mark the evangelist.  The priest will wash feet, as Jesus did, to show us how to serve others in love and humility.  

On the second day, Good Friday, we will consider the suffering of Jesus.  We will pray special intercessions for people all over the world, that they will recognize Jesus Christ as the messiah and accept his gift of salvation, as the centurion today proclaimed him “the Son of God” from the foot of the cross.  The novena of the Divine Mercy Chaplet begins on that day as well, with special prayers for God’s mercy on our world.  To make our prayers more earnest before the Lord, we will also fast on Good Friday, eating little food to remind us of our emptiness without God and to offer up our sufferings with Christ’s.  This is called the “Paschal Fast,” and the Church encourages us to continue fasting on Saturday as well, because we are praying especially for those people who are becoming Catholic on that third and final day of the Triduum.  

That third day begins with the Easter Vigil on Saturday night.  This will be the first Mass of Easter, and the first Mass we will celebrate since Holy Thursday.  We will begin in darkness, with a new Paschal candle representing the light of Christ that entered into our world.  We will read about the history of Israel and the prophets that predicted Christ’s arrival and sacrifice.  We will baptize and confirm adults as new Catholics, and we will share the sacred Body and Blood of the Lord with them for the first time.  

Please join us in taking a closer look at all these events, that you may appreciate Christ’s love for you.  
Rev. Eric Culler

