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11th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
Making Sense of Life
We have learned a great deal about disasters and about consequences in the past few weeks.  When oil started gushing into the Gulf of Mexico, we asked “how could this possibly happen?”  Then we learned about safety regulations that were ignored, professional warnings not to drill at the site which were passed over, and a list of faulty components for which nobody wants to take the blame.  Now we are saying to ourselves “it all makes sense!  No wonder this happened!”  The consequences make sense once we know the previous conditions.
King David also learned a great deal about disasters and about consequences.  His later life was full of them.  One of his sons, Absalom, killed another of his sons, and tried to overthrow David but died himself.  A famine and then a plague struck his kingdom, and still another son tried to seize the throne while David lay dying.  He might have asked himself the same question we did “how could this possibly happen?”  But he had the prophecy of Nathan.  The consequences made sense once Nathan the prophet informed him of the previous conditions:
“You have cut down Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you took his wife as your own, and him you killed with the sword of the Ammonites.  Now, therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house” (2 Samuel 12:9-10).  

David had engaged in adultery, lies, and murder, so his life would be filled with adultery, lies, and murder.  He started a trend that his family and subjects would imitate.  Suddenly “it all makes sense.  No wonder this happened.”  
We have all had our shares of disasters in our lives.  And every time a disaster hits, our first thought is usually “how could this possibly happen?”  That response is natural, because we are surprised.  Nor do we have a prophecy like King David had to help us.  But we can make sense of the consequences by discovering the previous conditions.  

Disasters of nature like the oil spill are usually consequences beyond our control.  Illnesses and deaths result from previous conditions we either do not understand or do not control.  Economic disasters like layoffs or market crashes are also beyond our control.  
I do not want to talk about those kinds of disasters.  I want to talk about the disasters that result from conditions under our control, like the disasters in King David’s life.  What was under his control?  The same conditions under our control: his relationships with others and with God.  He committed adultery, lied, and murdered in his relationships.  The consequences in his life make sense: adultery, lies and murder among those related to him.  He broke his friendship with the Lord, and the consequence was the suffering that rejecting God’s friendship brings: darkness, turmoil, anxiety and despair.  He rejected the protection of God’s covenant, and the consequence was not being protected by God’s covenant.  It all makes sense!
How about our relationships with others and with God?  What actions have we taken or failed to take?  With other people, have we missed opportunities to show love, neglected our responsibilities to them, or outright lied, cheated, stolen, hurt, or acted unjustly?  Think about the consequences in your lives, the bad, but also the good.  The consequences begin to make sense once we stop and think about what came before—the previous conditions.  
How about our relationship with God?  Have we experienced what is called “desolation” like King David did?  By that, I mean feelings of darkness, turmoil, anxiety, and despair—in short, have we felt that God is absent from our lives?  

Of course, relationships are a two-way street.  The blame or the praise may be entirely on the other person in our relationships, although we must be very hesitant to avoid all responsibility ourselves.  The same goes for our relationship with God.  St. Ignatius of Loyola conceded that sometimes our relationship with God is beyond our control.  We may feel distant from God as a test to keep showing Him love even when we get no good feelings in return.  This is a chance to purify our love and to love like God loves: to love selflessly.  On the other hand, we may feel very close to God not because of any great effort we have made to love Him, but simply because God has made the effort to love us first.  
But we must be very hesitant to avoid all responsibility in our relationship with God.  The first action St. Ignatius encourages us to make when we feel distant from God is to redouble our efforts in the relationship.  A relationship is a two-way street, and we may not be making enough effort on our end.  If we have committed sins, we need to confess them.  If we do not talk to God every day, we need to have quality conversations with Him, not a few mumbled or rushed prayers in the morning or at night.  If we are ignorant about the ways of God, we need to read the Scriptures regularly and learn about our faith.  
The consequences make sense once we know the previous conditions.  The disasters in our lives do not arise from nowhere.  Our relationships with other people and with God are in our control.  Once we start thinking about what we have done or failed to do before, what we are going through now starts to make sense.  May we have the courage like King David to admit the errors of our ways, to confess our sins, and to make the effort in our relationships with other people and with God.  
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