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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
The Right Investment
Is Jesus against retirement plans?  He sure seems to be.  As soon as the man in the parable has gathered enough goods to rest from his labors, his life comes to an end.  God even calls him a fool.  And we too can see why the man is a fool.  He invested in the wrong way.  He bet on a doubtful thing: his life.  He assumed that he would have many years to use his wealth.  Instead, the wealth goes to somebody else.  
Jesus is not against retirement plans or wealth as such, but he is against foolish investments.  The rich man invested only in himself.  He stored up only treasure for himself, but was not rich in what mattered to God.  What matters to God is the state of our soul and our eternal destination.  Eternity is a much more certain investment than this life.  After all, we know that this life comes to an end, but eternity does not.  
The question is: how do we invest in eternity?  How do become rich in what matters to God?  First, we must find the proper storeroom for our earthly wealth.  We know that barns and vaults will not do.  Rich tombs like the Egyptian pharaohs used will not store our wealth safely for eternity either.  All their wealth is now in our museums!  According to St. Augustine, the bellies of the poor are the safest storerooms on this earth (Sermon 36).  Any relief given to the needy transfers to the heavenly storerooms as well, where it awaits us at the judgment.  And remember: the entire basis of our judgment is whether we fed the hungry, clothed the naked, gave drink to the thirsty, and visited the sick and imprisoned.   

Second, we must gather those things that we can take with us.  According to St. Ambrose “Only virtue is the companion of the dead.  Compassion alone follows us.  It is the guide to the heavens and the first of the mansions” that Christ promised to his disciples (Exposition of the Gospel of Luke in ACCS page 208).  What resides in the heart and soul—that alone goes with the soul to dwell with God.  We must labor as strenuously for a clean heart and a virtuous soul as we do for earthly wealth.  We must put our souls in order by practicing right conduct so that we are ready at any moment to meet the Lord.  
At that time, in the end, we shall see how our investment has matured.  We will see how wise we were to store up treasures in heaven, to invest in eternity, and to become rich in what matters to God.
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