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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
Spiritual Marriage
In case you had any doubts, the Gospel today proves that Jesus was a Catholic.  He liked a good party, he liked a free meal, and he even brought the drinks with him.  Since wine was the drink of choice, we might also conclude that Jesus was an Italian.  But as our German pope once told a group of brewers who were visiting him, if there had been beer in Israel at that time, Jesus would have had some.
As important as the wine is in this Gospel passage, especially as a sign of the Kingdom of God, I want to focus on the party itself.  The changing of water into wine was the first miracle that Jesus worked.  This was his first action in his public life and the first sign he gave to reveal his power and authority to his disciples.  The fact that he chose a wedding feast as the stage for his first miracle sets the tone for all his later actions.  The fact that he chose to begin his ministry at a wedding is an invitation to each of us.  Jesus is inviting us to a spiritual marriage with himself.  
In the Old Testament, God very clearly calls Israel his bride.  Time and again he asks the Chosen People to love him like a bride loves her husband.  Marriage is the only image that even comes close to expressing the overflowing love that God has for his people.  

The Fathers of the Church agree that Christ’s entire purpose in coming to earth was to draw all people into a loving bond with himself—into a spiritual marriage.  “Is it any wonder,” St. Augustine asks, “that he who came to that house [in Cana] for a wedding came to this world for a wedding?” (Tractates on the Gospel of John in Ancient Christian Commentary on the Scriptures page 89).  A wedding is a celebration of new life together and a bond of love before God.  This is exactly what Christ came to establish: a new life between God and man and an unbreakable bond of love.  
We need to think in terms of marriage to begin understanding God’s personal, overwhelming love for each of us.  We need to think in terms of marriage because the same techniques that make a marriage relationship work make our relationship with God work.  The more often I speak with couples in troubled marriages, the more clearly I see that the skills used to build a prayer life are the same skills used to build a marriage.  
The first and most important element of both relationships is time spent together.  Husbands and wives need to carve out regular time just for each other in their schedules.  No relationship can happen if it has no time to happen!  The same goes for God.  We need to make time just for God—time for prayer with him every day.  If we make no time for God, no relationship can develop.  Religion will feel like something outside of us, not like the personal relationship with a God who loves us deeply.
The second element is communication, which includes speaking and listening.  Maybe you have gotten into trouble with your spouse because you do too much of one and not enough of the other.  Good communication goes two ways.  Just so with God.  We need to speak to Him in conversation and formal prayer, and we need to listen for His response.  The listening could be a small voice inside, it could be an awareness of His will for our lives, it could be certain images or impressions we receive in prayer—the possibilities are many.  But if we fail to speak and listen, our prayer with God will be unfulfilling, just like a one-sided conversation is unfulfilling.  

We also need to be honest in our prayer with God.  Husbands and wives need to tell the truth and talk about tough issues.  We need to be up-front with God.  For example, when many people feel angry at God, they simply stop praying.  They give God the silent treatment!  We need to tell God if we are angry with Him.  Be honest!  We will not hurt God’s feelings.  He can take it.  We only hurt ourselves when we are not honest and cut off communications.  

The last point I will make is that we need to show acts of love to God.  Spouses need to feel loved by each other and to receive specific signs of love from each other.  Each person needs to hear a certain love language to feel loved, whether by hearing the words “I love you,” by getting notes or gifts, or by being given attention by the other person.  Well, God’s love language is all of the above.  Praise and thanksgiving are the ways we tell God we love Him.  Gifts of food, clothes, and money to people in need are the ways we show God we love Him.  Time given to God in prayer is a way we show that we love Him.  

Jesus is inviting us to a spiritual marriage with him.  He is inviting us into a personal, loving relationship.  If we want this relationship to work, we need to make time for him in prayer, speak and listen to him, be honest, and show our love in word and action.  A wedding feast is taking place, and we are all invited.  Jesus is inviting us to a spiritual marriage with himself.  Let us answer him with joy!
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