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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
God’s Story
A priest once told me about a Mass he attended in Italy for a group of immigrants from a country where Christianity was illegal.  As the Gospel was being read in their own language, the priest noticed many people crying and sobbing, and afterwards he asked the other priest who had celebrated the Mass why the people were weeping.  The foreign priest told him “They are crying for joy because they have never heard the Holy Scriptures.”  
At the other extreme, there was once a man in Italy who was deeply ashamed of his life.  He admired Christ and wanted follow the Christian way, but he was tortured by all his addictions and held back by fear.  He was crying in the yard outside of his house when he heard the words “Take and read.”  He picked up a Bible nearby and opened it at random to St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans.  “At once,” he said “with the last words of this sentence, it was as if a light of relief from all anxiety flooded into my heart.  All the shadows of doubt were dispelled,” and he stopped crying (Confessions Book VIII, xii (30)).  That man, of course, was St. Augustine, so many years ago.
How can the words of a book have such power?  Some people weep in joy, while some people receive peace and stop all tears.  Some, like the Jewish people in the first reading, weep in sadness because they have failed to live the way of life described in this book.  This book is published in more languages than any other (over 2,000 languages), and more copies of this book have been made than any other (between 2 and 6 billion!).  Preserving, distributing, or studying this book has been the life’s work of many people through the centuries.  

No wonder this book has been called Sacred Scripture, the Holy Bible, the Good Book, the Good News, and the Word of God.  This book is more than a book.  This book is more than natural and more than the work of man.  This book is supernatural and the work of God.  God Himself speaks directly to each of us every time we read from this holy book.  When we realize that we are hearing and reading the voice of God, we can be as deeply affected as those immigrants in Italy, as the conflicted man Augustine, or as the Jewish people in the day of Ezra.  We can be so deeply affected because through Sacred Scripture, God draws us into the story of His life.  Through Sacred Scripture we become a part of God’s story.  
This is a longing in every human heart.  We all want to be part of something greater than ourselves—something with direction, purpose, friendship, adventure, discovery, victory, and love.  We all want to be part of a story.  This is the reason that stories have been told in every language and place throughout the ages, from The Epic of Gilgamesh to the Iliad, from the Song of Roland to Romeo and Juliet, from The Pilgrim’s Progress to The Lord of the Rings.  This is the reason that books and movies like Harry Potter and Avatar are so successful today.  People want to meet these characters and journey with them on their lives.  
According to Steve Wood, the founder of the Family Life Center, the greatest crisis facing young people today is that they have lost touch with the story of their lives (from the audio talk “Discovering God’s Will For Your Life” distributed by St. Joseph Communications).  Many youth—and many adults, for that matter—have no idea where they have come from and where they are going to.  Feeling lost and empty, many people desperately search for a story to which they can belong.  This is the reason we have so many “fans” today.  Whether the story is in a book, a TV show, or a movie, we see people immersing themselves in it to fill that emptiness and that longing to belong.  I had the same experience as a teenager with a number of stories, and so did my friends.  I have been to Star Wars conventions, Japanese animation conventions, comic book conventions, and I have seen people who were far more dedicated to those stories than I was.  
But until we become a part of God’s story, the longing and emptiness remains within us because only God’s story gives us the complete picture for our lives.  Only God’s story gives us the complete picture because only God can see the complete picture.  He sees where we have come from and where we are going to.  More than that, He wants us to have all the experiences of a good story: direction, purpose, friendship, adventure, discovery, victory, and love.  

We can experience all these things through Sacred Scripture, which makes us a part of God’s story.  This is a story written personally for each of us, as St. Luke writes in the introduction to his Gospel today.  Notice that he addresses the Gospel to Theophilus.  This name is more than a name.  It means “one who loves God.”  The story of all that Jesus said and did is meant for more than one man.  The story is meant for everyone who loves God, for each of us.  
If you are not in the habit already, read from the Bible each day.  Even five verses at a time will help you to find your place in God’s story.  Start with St. Luke’s Gospel, since we are reading it at Mass this year.  I even have the perfect version picked out for you with explanations and words of the saints in it.  Simply tell me or give me a call, and I will order copies for you.  Sacred Scripture showed me my place in God’s story, and still brings me such joy and consolation.  I know the Lord will do the same for you, if you allow Him to draw you into the story of His life—the story revealed to us in the Holy Book.
Rev. Eric Culler
