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Palm Sunday, Year C
The Choice of Saviors
“So [Pilate] released the man who had been imprisoned for rebellion and murder, for whom they asked”—Barabbas (Luke 23:25a).  

The character of Barabbas plays a prominent role in a wonderful film from 1961 called King of Kings.  Several scenes show us Barabbas leading his freedom fighters against the Roman soldiers until a climactic battle in Jerusalem during which he is captured.  The contrast between the violent struggles and plotting of Barabbas and the peaceful miracles and teaching of Jesus is very plain.  
The film makes the difference between the two men even clearer by comparing their names.  According to ancient tradition, Barabbas’ first name was also Jesus.  Jesus Barabbas.  The name Jesus means “God saves,” and St. Ambrose tells us that the name Barabbas means “son of the father” (from Exposition of the Gospel of Luke).    
Now we see what is really happening.  The people have their choice between two saviors and between two sons.  On one side is Jesus Barabbas, the savior of violence and destruction, the son of the devil, who promises deliverance from slavery to Rome.  On the other side is Jesus Christ, the savior of peace and healing, the Son of God, who promises deliverance from slavery to sin.  Barabbas promises them success and victory.  Jesus promises them faithfulness and holiness.  The people make the practical choice.  They ask for the rebel and murderer Barabbas.

How often have we made the same choice?  How often have we chosen success in this life over faithfulness to God?  How often have we chosen recognition, honor, and earthly accomplishments over a life of holiness and loving sacrifices done for others?  Do we really want what Jesus Christ is offering?  Do we really want Jesus Christ for our savior?  
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