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Christmas 2009
A Special Gathering

Of all the signs of Christmas, I want to focus on just one: animals.  We see a number of animals in the stable at Bethlehem.  In the language of the Bible, the gathering together of the animals tells us that a special event is about to take place.  The gathering together of the animals tells us that God and man are about to meet.  
This happened several times before in history.  In the beginning, God gathered the animals together and brought them to Adam that Adam might name them.  Naming the animals meant that Adam had power over them—that he was lord of the earth.  When God and Adam met with the animals gathered together, God taught Adam something very important.  Adam learned that he was not an animal like all the rest.  Adam learned that he had the power to choose his own path—to choose to love and serve God.  Sadly, Adam did not make that choice.  

Another time the animals gathered together was at Noah’s Ark.  God commanded Noah to gather two of every animal in order to save them.  When God and Noah met with the animals gathered together in the Ark, God saved Noah and his family from the Flood.  Noah learned to trust in God as his savior.  Sadly, most of Noah’s descendents did not choose to trust in God, but turned to idols.  

Now in Bethlehem we have animals gathered together again.  We do not know all the types of animals or their number, but we can see that an event similar to what came before is taking place.  God and man are about the meet.  

Mary and Joseph are the first to meet him, the child named Jesus, who is called Emmanuel, “God with us.”  At the angel’s message, the shepherds hurry to the manger to meet Christ their Lord.  Observing the sign of the star, the magi travel from distant lands to meet God for themselves.  People representing every walk of life, rich and poor, are able to meet God in the stable, with the animals gathered together.  

And God and man met in a more spectacular way that night.  In Jesus himself, God and man met, because Jesus is fully divine and fully human.  Jesus is both true God and true man.  In every moment of his life, he has the power and knowledge of God, but he also grows in age and worldly wisdom like a man.  Since Jesus is both God and man, he can accomplish what was begun with Adam and Noah.  

Adam learned of his special role as lord of the earth and of his choice to love and serve God.  Jesus is the true Lord of all the earth who at every moment of his life chose to love and serve God the Father.  Noah learned to trust in God as his savior.  Jesus trusted in God the Father even when faced with suffering and death, so that he could save us.  Jesus is the savior, and he helps all of us, his descendents, to continue trusting in God the Father.  

All of creation is witness to this miraculous meeting of God and man in Jesus.  The angels announce him, men adore him, and the animals are gathered together before him.  May God the Father accept our worship tonight of our savior, Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, “God with us,” King of Kings and Lord of Lords who will reign forever and ever.  Amen!
Rev. Eric Culler
