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Corpus Christi, Year B
A Personal Relationship with Jesus
Once when I was a student in Germany, I walked into a church named after a saint, and a nun greeted me at the door, saying that Mass would start soon.  But as I was looking at the stained glass windows and paintings, I felt that something was missing.  Suddenly I realized that I was not in a Catholic church.  The tabernacle was missing.  Jesus was not there.  
I don’t doubt that God the Father was watching over those Christians or that the Holy Spirit was present in their hearts, but Jesus is not a spirit.  Jesus is a man, and a man has a body and blood.  If you want to be in the real and true presence of a man, you must meet with him where his body is.  A picture, a telephone call, or a video feed is not the same.  To meet a man in person, you must meet him in the body.  

God the Father understands this.  That’s the reason He sent his Son Jesus to live with us in the body.  Jesus living in the body is the only way we can meet God in person.  And because Jesus wants all people of every time and place to have the chance to meet him personally, he found a way to be present to us in his body.  He gave us the gift of the Blessed Sacrament, the Holy Eucharist, his Body and Blood.  Now every Catholic Church in the world is a place where we can meet Jesus in person.  
We can talk to Jesus anywhere in our prayers.  We can listen to his words in the Holy Bible or remember him when we see artwork of him.  But we cannot meet him.  Only in this sacrament which he gave us by his own power shared with the apostles and their successors can we meet Jesus in person.  This is why we celebrate Mass every day and why we all gather every weekend: so we can meet Jesus.  

We can also visit with Jesus most anytime by stopping in front of the tabernacle.  We can sit in the presence of God Himself, a presence so powerful that even among the faithful people of Israel only the high priest dared to enter God’s presence just once a year.  And now we have God in the flesh right in front of us every day!  
We even have the chance to look directly upon Jesus in that special devotion called Eucharistic Adoration.  In your pews, you will find pamphlets explaining Eucharistic Adoration.  Adoration is a privileged time when we can sit in the presence of Jesus Christ and gaze upon him in person.  Moses used to gaze upon the Lord’s face and leave with his own face glowing with splendor.  Imagine how much greater is the transformation worked in us when we can gaze upon the Lord’s body and blood!  We may not experience a miraculous change on the outside, like Moses did, but we will be transformed on the inside, just like the bread and wine we offer at Mass are transformed from the inside into the body and blood of Christ without any change on the outside.  

We personally will be transformed, and our parish will be transformed.  Those parishes that have days of Eucharistic Adoration, and even Perpetual Adoration—all day long every day—are the parishes that have life.  They are the parishes with vocations to the priesthood and religious life, and with holy and thriving families.  We have two seminarians in our parish now.  We should have at least five, and at least ten women preparing for religious life.  We have about twenty-five weddings a year.  We should have fifty.  We have an average of five baptisms per month.  We should have ten, and our Catholic schools should not have to worry about enrollment.  
Our parish and our city have such potential.  God has already been transforming us precisely because we have Adoration at St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s parishes.  But God has much greater things in store for each of us and for our community.  So I ask you to consider volunteering just one hour a week to pray in the presence of our Lord Jesus at Adoration.  In your pews are green papers with the times of Adoration at both St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s.  Attend whichever is best suited for you.  If you are unsure, stop in for just 15 minutes on either Tuesdays at St. Mary’s or Wednesdays at St. Joseph’s.  Spend personal time with our Lord Jesus.  I guarantee, you will be transformed.  
Rev. Eric Culler
