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2nd Sunday of Easter, Year B
“Divine Mercy”

Seventy years ago, “no one special” died.  That’s what she had been called by those who lived and worked with her.  Her name was Helen, born in an obscure village, sickly most of her life, and working as a cook, gardener, or doorkeeper in the convent where she lived.  She had become a nun only after being rejected by every convent she found, and she would live only thirteen years in her vocation, dying at age 33.  

No one saw the intense relationship she had with Jesus in her daily prayers.  No one read the 600-page diary of her dialogues with Jesus.  The only thing they saw during her lifetime was the picture that Jesus asked her to commission.  She told an artist to paint Jesus as she had seen him: with his right hand raised in blessing, his left hand touching his heart, and two rays, one red and one blue, streaming forward toward the viewer, with the words across the bottom of the picture “Jesus, I trust in you.”  
Jesus asked for this image to be venerated on the second Sunday after Easter, today.  He called today the Feast of Mercy.  The image itself became known as the image of Divine Mercy.  And Helen, who had become Sister Faustina, became known as St. Faustina, the Apostle of Divine Mercy.  

Thanks to St. Faustina, we can understand the meaning that today’s Gospel has for us.  The appearance of Jesus to the disciples on that Easter Sunday and on the following Sunday brought them peace and rejoicing because, rather than punish them for deserting him in his suffering, he shows them mercy.  Then his first task is to send them, with the power of the Holy Spirit, to forgive sins; in other words, to show mercy to the whole world.  
The Divine Mercy image shows us the mercy that Jesus has toward each of us by means of the two rays of blood and water that stream out toward us.  In fact, St. Faustina often saw these two rays spreading out to the whole world and touching the heart of every person (from her Diary §441,).  The kind face of Jesus and his hand raised in blessing show us that he greets us with the same love with which he greeted the disciples in that locked room, even though we too desert him and sin.  Jesus even told St. Faustina plainly: “Let the sinner not be afraid to approach Me” (Diary §50).  
But finally, the image of Divine Mercy shows us what our response should be.  It explains to us the second part of the task Jesus gave to the disciples when he told them “whose sins you retain are retained” (John 20:23).  The teaching of Jesus, the good news the disciples proclaim, will reveal the sinfulness of human ways.  Many people will oppose the Gospel because they do not like being rebuked, and they do not want to turn away from sin.  Many Christians, including ourselves, will hold back from living as Jesus taught us to live because we want to cling to our sins.  For our sake, the image of Divine Mercy bears the words “Jesus, I trust in you.”  Our Lord told St. Faustina “the distrust of a chosen soul causes Me even great pain; despite My inexhaustible love for them they do not trust Me” (Diary §50).  
The Feast of Mercy today is an opportunity to renew our trust in Jesus.  As St. Faustina asked, we will pray this Sunday at 3pm, the time of day when Christ died, called the Hour of Mercy.  We will celebrate a Holy Hour with adoration and pray the special chaplet that Jesus entrusted to St. Faustina.  Please join us in praying for Christ’s mercy upon ourselves and upon all sinners in the world.  Make this devotion an act of trusting in Jesus despite the trials of your life, trials which St. Faustina herself knew very well.  Remember, even if you think you are “no one special,” the power of your prayers, like St. Faustina’s, can show Christ’s mercy to the whole world.  
Rev. Eric Culler

