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2nd Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday
Lessons from the Apostles
In our readings today, the apostles learned two lessons the hard way.  First, they learned about the importance of believing without seeing.  Thomas had to be corrected on this point, but actually none of them believed in the resurrection until they had seen Jesus for themselves.  To their lack of faith, Jesus responds how “Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”
Our opinion is usually the opposite.  We think how blessed were the first Christians because they could see Jesus and believe.  They heard his teaching and witnessed his miracles firsthand.  We think believing would be easier if only we could have been there with them.  In reality, they had difficulty believing everything Jesus did and taught, and needed extra help from him to believe: they needed to see.  

Writing in a letter years later, from which we just read, St. Peter praises the faith of Christians who have not seen Jesus yet still believe.  He marvels that they love Jesus and rejoice even though they do not see him now.  Such belief obviously takes a greater act of faith than the apostles, and is more worthy of praise because we do not behold firsthand the wonders they saw.  

The second lesson the apostles learned was about the mercy of God.  They had abandoned Jesus in his hour of need.  Their boasting was proved false when they left him in the Garden.  St. Peter even denied knowing Christ.  Yet when Christ appears to them, he wishes them peace.  He even gives them the power to forgive other people’s sins through the Holy Spirit.  That probably caused them some shame.  They, sinful men, were permitted to help fellow sinners return to God.  
Again, in the same letter we read, St. Peter opens by praising the mercy of God who gave us all a new birth in Christ.  He knows he did not deserve this honor.  We know the same thing about ourselves.  But Christ’s mission, as he said himself, was not to condemn the world.  Rather, Christ desires to reconcile all people to the Father.  

In the last century, we were reminded again of these two lessons the apostles learned.  St. Faustina Kowalska, a nun in Poland, received a vision of Christ and messages from him.  Nobody else heard or saw Christ like she did, but the truth and beauty of those messages led others to believe without seeing.  And the topic of those messages from Christ was Divine Mercy, the same lesson the apostles had learned.  
In an era that more and more demands tangible proof, the Divine Mercy messages remind us that the most important things cannot be seen or touched in this lifetime.  We simply need to believe without seeing.  And the foremost example of something important that we cannot see or touch is the mercy of God.  

At the same time, even though we must believe without seeing, God does give us hints of his presence and his mercy.  Sometimes our prayers are answered in amazing ways.  Sometimes we suffer humiliations, but by God’s mercy we make it through somehow.  Sometimes we get second chances with people we hurt or insulted or who hurt or insulted us—chances to experience mercy.  

God is present in ways we do not always see at first and he is always merciful.  May we learn from the apostles and from St. Faustina to believe without seeing and to trust in God’s mercy.
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