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3rd Sunday of Easter, Year A
The Month of Mary
In our Church calendar, the Blessed Virgin Mary has well over a dozen feast days—far more than any saint and second only, of course, to Jesus her son.  Every Saturday of the year without a special feast of its own is also set aside to honor Mary.  Even with all these remembrances, we still take the entire month of May each year to focus on Mary.  The reason we do so is very simple.  Jesus Christ is the center of our faith, and Mary was connected with all that he did.  She made Jesus the center of her life from the moment she first conceived him in the womb until the moment he assumed her into heaven to join him.  Mary was the best disciple of Jesus who followed everything he taught, imitated everything he did, and patterned her life after his.  
Because of her great devotion, Christians have honored her with many titles that express her perfect imitation of Christ—something we all seek to do.  Mary is the Mirror of Justice, reflecting Christ’s concern for the poor and weak.  Mary is the Seat of Wisdom, who allowed Christ’s divine wisdom to teach her.  Mary is the Ark of the Covenant, who carried the holiest treasure, Jesus, within her, and who even after giving birth to him carried Jesus in her heart.  Mary is the Morning Star leading us to Jesus Christ the Sun.  Mary is the Refuge of Sinners, directing all to Christ for forgiveness.  

Of all these titles and the many more that honor Mary, my favorite is the title given her by Fr. Gerard Manley Hopkins.  In a beautiful poem, he compares Mary to the very air we breathe.  She is like the air, he says, for three reasons.  First, like the air, Mary is ever-present in our lives.  Fr. Hopkins says “that we are wound /with mercy round and round /as if with air: the same /is Mary, more by name. /She, wild web, wondrous robe, /mantles the guilty globe, /since God has let dispense /her prayers his providence.”  God has willed that Mary be the pathway for all our prayers.  She is the medium, the substance, the element between God and us.  
Second, like the air, Mary brings life.  “This air,” says Fr. Hopkins, “which by life’s law, / my lung must draw and draw / now but to breathe its praise, /minds me in many ways / of her who not only /gave God’s infinity / dwindled to infancy / welcome in womb and breast, / birth, milk, and all the rest / but mothers each new grace / that does now reach our race.”  As Mary brought life to Jesus on this earth, she brings spiritual life to us.  She ensures that the life of Christ enters into our souls and increases there.  

Finally, like the air, Mary lets God’s grace pass through her while maintaining her own personality and distinctive character in all that she does.  Looking up at the sky, Fr. Hopkins observes: “The glass-blue days are those / when every colour glows, /each shape and shadow shows…So God was God of old: /a mother came to mould / those limbs like ours which are / what must make our daystar / much dearer to mankind; / whose glory bare would blind / or less would win man’s mind.”  Mary lends her own kindness, gentleness, and love—her own personality—to all that God does in her, much like the air lends its blue color to the yellow sunlight that pours down on us.  Mary does not lose her character in surrendering her life entirely to God.  Instead, she remains most perfectly herself.  

There is the lesson for us.  To imitate Christ, we must first imitate Mary.  We must make her and Christ ever-present in our lives.  Our devotional life as Catholics is aimed to do this.  The Mass is celebrated every day.  The Angelus prayer, which recalls the Annunciation to Mary that she would bear Jesus, has been prayed by Catholics at 6am, noon, and 6pm for centuries.  The rosary, of course, is a way to daily walk with Jesus and Mary in their lives.  

We must draw life from Mary as well.  We need to make her our Refuge of Sinners, our Help of Christians, our intercessor in every occasion.  Images of Mary and Jesus in our homes are essential, images like the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Without Christ and Mary in our homes, we cannot live a truly human or fulfilling life.  
Finally, like Mary, our goal is to let God work through our lives, to surrender our wills more and more to His.  In the process, we lose nothing of what makes us ourselves.  So often, we think that our sins define us.  Actually, these take away from the person God has created us to be.  Mary shows us in her life, that the more we let God’s glory through, the more unique we ourselves become.  

With Fr. Hopkins, let us be able to say “Be thou, O thou dear /mother, my atmosphere; /my happier world, wherein /to wend and meet no sin; /above me, round me lie / fronting my froward eye / with sweet and scarless sky; /stir in my ears, speak there / of God’s love, O live air, /of patience, penance, prayer: / world-mothering air, air wild, / wound with thee, in thee isled, /fold home, fast fold thy child.”
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