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6th Sunday of Easter, Year B
The Message of Love
We have had five weeks of Easter so far with two more to go—five weeks of gratitude and joy for the resurrection of our Lord Jesus from the dead.  But just in case we missed the message of Jesus’ actions, today’s readings tell us in plain language.  This message is so important, that it is the first lesson we teach our children in elementary school and CCD here at St. Mary’s campus.  This message is so important, that it was the subject of the first encyclical letter of Pope Benedict in his first year as pope.  This message is so important, that Jesus speaks about it today at the very heart of his farewell speech to his apostles.  This message is the central theme and idea that he wants them to remember as they watch him be condemned, crucified, buried, and resurrected.  
And here is the message: God is love; love one another.  This message tells us who God truly is and who we truly are.  God is not unconcerned about the human world.  God does not seek to destroy or harm us, nor is He aloof or inaccessible.  God cares about us and constantly shows us His love.  We in turn are made to receive God’s love and to love other people as He does.  

This Biblical message about love was something new in the world.  Pope Benedict points out that the Bible’s description of love showed the world a new image of God and a new image of man.  Since God is love, He is a person.  God is not some vague force, but someone who passionately loves all humanity with a love so strong, He even forgives our acts of hatred against him and others—our sins.  And since God is a person, human beings can enter a loving union with Him in which we are fully one with God and also still ourselves.  
As a result, the Bible’s image of man indicates that a powerful, searching love is part of who we are.  We remain incomplete in ourselves and always seek someone to love.  This is the reason God made us male and female and gave us the bond of marriage—to show us that our deepest purpose is to love another person.  In the sacrament of marriage, husband and wife love one another immediately, but like all sacraments, marriage points to something else.  Marriage reminds us of the loving union with God for which we were all made.  The vocation to celibacy actually does the same thing, since priests, monks, and nuns live in union with God alone.  Both sacraments teach us how to love one another.  
We also learn how to love one another from the one who gave us the commandment—from Jesus himself.  As Christians, we have an easier time loving God because He became one of us, a man we can see, hear, and touch.  Jesus also showed us how to love one another.  Pope Benedict identifies two inseparable ways for us to love.  One, we work for justice in the world.  Two, we practice charitable giving.  Working for justice, the pope says, is especially the role of lay Catholics.  Your role as laity is to live as Christians in your daily work and activities, changing whatever is unfair or inhuman in society.  As a guideline for doing so, the Church has provided a whole series of ingenious social teachings to guide us in forming a just society.  
No matter how carefully we reform society, however, practicing charitable giving will always be necessary.  People will always need food, clothing, medicine, and shelter.  Most important, people need to receive these not from an impersonal government program, but from another person who can give them what they most need: love.  Fulfilling the commandment to love one another involves justice and charitable giving.  More important still is the love we show others when we serve them.  
Jesus is the model and source for the love we must practice.  We imitate the service he performed while on earth, and we also turn to him for the strength to love.  Prayer is the first place we draw the strength to love by receiving the love God has for us.  The second place is here, at this Eucharist.  Today God’s love will approach us in bodily form—in the body of Jesus sacrificed out of love for us.  Through this sacrament, may we understand the message of Easter, the message of Jesus: that God is love and that we must love one another.  
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