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Easter, 2010
Something New
An empty tomb.  What does it mean?  Not even the apostles know at first.  The news is too good to be true.  Even when Jesus told them he would rise again, they could not understand his words.  

But, after all, how could they?  Something as strange and miraculous as the resurrection has only happened once in the whole of human history.  No other person in all of history ever claimed the ability to rise from the dead.  Religious leaders promised their followers a new life or everlasting life after death, but nobody except Jesus Christ has ever promised a resurrection from the dead.  And nobody but he has yet experienced it.  

We still do not understand the words of Jesus.  Television channels keep running programs year after year wondering what happened to Jesus.  Experts debate the possibilities.  But only the response of faith makes any sense.  When we look at the words of Jesus and read the Old Testament prophecies that he fulfilled, we find that God the Father promised to raise up his faithful servant after he suffered torture and death.  

And Jesus is truly risen!  That is our Easter message!  Only the resurrection explains why his followers were willing to spread his teachings to the whole world and suffer death rather than betray him.  The Christian martyrs in every age have accepted death like Christ because they know they will rise like him.  As St. Paul told the Corinthians, “if Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17).  
So celebrate today, because something new has happened on earth.  Death has been overturned.  Life has triumphed over death.  As the Easter sequence says, which we sang before the Gospel, “Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous: the Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal!”
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