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Good Friday 2009
“There Was Silence”

And then there was silence.  Jesus Christ had spoken his last word from the cross: tetelestai, “It is finished.”  Mary had spoken her last word to her son, some word of love and sorrow.  The apostles had spoken their last words to their Lord—words of betrayal, denial, confusion, or doubt.  The Word of God who came to teach us about the Father was silent.  
Violent men silenced him by crucifixion.  Envious men silenced him by mockery.  Indifferent men allowed him to be silenced by standing idle.  Even friends allowed him to be silenced by failing to come to his defense.  

Their sins are our sins.  We have silenced the words of Christ in our time.  We have opposed his teaching as they did, whenever we harmed another by violence, whenever we mocked another in envy, whenever we stood idle, whenever we failed to come to another’s defense.  We have silenced the Word of God.  
And yet even in silence, Jesus Christ is powerfully working.  Later in Scripture we hear about Jesus, the Lamb who was slain, receiving the scroll bound with seven seals.  There we read: “When he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven” (Rev. 8:1).  This silence was an expectation of the completion all history, of the fulfillment of the Father’s plan of redemption.  This silence was the Father’s patient waiting for salvation to be accomplished and for his kingdom to be fully established on the earth.  
This hopeful silence is also the silence of today.  Jesus, the Word of God, falls silent in death upon the cross.  He remains silent in the tomb, his spirit patiently waiting in death for the fulfillment of his Father’s plan, for the day when he will rejoin his mother and his friends.  

Let our silence today be a silence of sorrow, for our sins have silenced Jesus our Lord.  But let our silence be also a silence of patient expectation for the salvation our savior has won for us and for the day when he will rejoin us in the new creation.  
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