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Christianity with the Cross
I received a book recently by a nondenominational pastor about meeting Jesus.  He very skillfully interprets various Scriptures passages about different people who met Jesus, and the effect Jesus had on them.  He makes many excellent points and even speaks frequently about the need for confession.  When I was praying the other day, I wanted to read his reflections about the Passion, so I flipped through the book and found nothing.  He never mentions the suffering of Christ.  He never mentions his betrayal, rejection, and condemnation.  He never mentions the cross.  

A Christianity without the cross is not worthy of the name.  Jesus’ entire life led up to his sacrifice of the cross.  The cross was the whole reason he was born into this world.  Every miracle he performed, every word he spoke means nothing without the crucifixion.  As the Letter to the Hebrews tells us, “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins” (9:22b).  If Christ had not shed his blood on the cross, we would still be alienated from God the Father—blinded and foolish because of our sins.  

We must preach and live a Christianity with the cross.  Why else do we have the entire season of Lent when we give up things we like and voluntarily suffer?  There is no other way to be cleansed of sin and made holy than by suffering.  Nothing else will save us.  No person, no idea, no movement, no discipline can improve our lives in the slightest if we do not accept the cross of suffering in our own lives.  We must suffer our own weaknesses and failings and the negative consequences we bring upon ourselves.  But we must also suffer, like Christ did, the pain that others inflict upon us by their hatred, indifference, and ignorance.
The Christian life is not easy.  In fact, the more faithfully we follow Christ, the more difficult it gets!  But there is no way to be saved without the cross.  So, as the hymn says: 


Take up your cross, and follow Christ


Nor think ‘till death to lay it down,


For only he who bears the cross


May hope to wear the glorious crown.
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