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Holy Thursday 2009
“New Words, New Creation”
St. John’s Gospel opened by telling us about the Word of God.  Words were the means by which God the Father created the universe: “let there be light,” “let the dry land appear” (Gen 1:3, 9).  But one Word was the means by which everything was created (see John 1:3), and that Word was Jesus Christ.  He was the first Word spoken by the Father from all eternity, and he was the final Word spoken to us in the fullness of time (see Heb 1:2) when he became man and lived among us.  
On this Holy Thursday, Jesus Christ, the Word of God, speaks his own powerful words.  Through these words, he makes a new creation.  When he says “This is my body that is for you” and “This cup is the new covenant in my blood” (1 Cor 11:24, 25), he transforms bread and wine into his body and blood.  Only through his power as God can he create this new reality—that what appears to be bread and wine should become his body and blood.

Yet here we have a problem.  Jesus also said “Do this in remembrance of me” (1 Cor 11:24).  Who else but God could work such a miraculous change?  How could any human words transform simple food into the flesh of Jesus Christ?  Again, the power of Jesus’ words makes this possible.  For at that Last Supper, he commanded his apostles to “Do this”—to repeat his words and actions—in order to make his body and blood present.  Jesus ordained the apostles priests so that all peoples of every era on the earth could share in this sacred meal of friendship.  

Jesus was so clear in his intentions to give us his body and blood and to give us priests to share it with us, that already by the year 100, St. Ignatius of Antioch could declare that those who “confess not that the Eucharist is the flesh of our Savior Jesus Christ” are in grave error.  He also commanded everyone to “follow the priests as the Apostles,” who ordained priests to succeed them (Letter to the Smyrnaeans, chapters 6 and 8).  
At that Last Supper, the Council of Trent tells us that Jesus desired “to leave his beloved Bride the Church a visible sacrifice as the nature of the human race demands, a visible sacrifice by which that bloody sacrifice to be accomplished once and for all on the Cross might be represented and its memorial remain until the end of the world, and so that its saving power might be applied to the remission of those sins that we commit daily” (Decree on the Eucharist from The Hidden Manna by Fr. James O’Connor, page 233).  Jesus did not simply die for us and abandon us to struggle for ourselves.  Each day he lovingly presents himself to us in the Eucharist.  

The role of priests is to be Christ’s hands stretched out in love for the whole world, offering Christ to all who are ready to approach him.  And in case we priests should ever become proud about our noble mission, at that same Last Supper with his apostles, Jesus washed their feet to show them they must be humble servants to all.  As I seek to serve you better in the Eucharist and in my life, I will now follow that example Christ gave me and wash the feet of those who come forward at this time.
Rev. Eric Culler
