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5th Sunday of Lent, Year A
Signs
The raising of Lazarus is the sixth of seven signs that Jesus works in St. John’s Gospel.  Each sign is a display of power by Jesus that reveals him as the Son of God.  In fact, the first half of St. John’s Gospel is called the Book of Signs, because six of the seven signs take place in the first half of the Gospel.  That means that today’s sign, the raising of Lazarus, is the climax of the Book of Signs.  

And this ending could not be any more spectacular: bringing somebody back to life!  The Lord prophesied through Ezekiel “I will open your graves and have you rise from them,” and that is exactly what Jesus is doing.  The fact that he is God shines clear as day—so clearly in fact that “many of the Jews who had…seen what he had done began to believe in him.”  
Before the miracle, even his disciples did not believe it was possible.  They had faith in Jesus, of course, but held out no hope for an event so amazing as rising from the dead.  Such a thing could only happen in the distant future, they thought.  That was Martha’s reply to Jesus: “I know [my brother] will rise,
in the resurrection on the last day.”  She was disappointed that Jesus had not come earlier to cure Lazarus, and decided that was the end of the matter.  Hope would have to wait until the future.
What Jesus tried to make her believe was that resurrection was not only for the last day, but that her brother could rise now.  All the signs had been pointing to Jesus as the true God, the source of all life.  If only Martha would go to the source and ask him to raise her brother, he would do so.  

Our situation is much the same.  We keep looking only to the last day, hoping for new life only in the future whereas Christ wants us to share in the resurrection now.  He wants us to live a new life now.  We know this because his followers throughout the ages have lived lives that set them apart from others.  The saints especially have shown us how to live a new life now—how to share in the resurrection.  Based on their lives, through which the power of the resurrection already shines forth, we discover three elements of this new life.  We must live a new life morally, physically, and spiritually.  
Morally, our lives need to be above reproach, clearly different from non-believers.  I think of Sts. Dominic Savio and Maria Goretti, teenagers who refused to compromise their purity and modesty, or of St. Gianna Molla who refused to let her unborn daughter die even though her life was in danger. 

Physically, we need to acknowledge God as our provider and not seek security merely in things of earth.  Sts. Francis and Claire showed us the danger of relying on wealth and the freedom of putting all in God’s hands.  Our own fasting and almsgiving during Lent are small signs that our physical lives are different.  
Spiritually, we need to find peace and joy in our relationship with Christ and radiate this to other people so they may be intrigued and seek to follow Christ too.  How many of the saints showed this otherworldly peace because they were living a new life:  Blessed Mother Theresa, Therese of Lisieux, Ignatius Loyola, and so many more.
If we do these things, we will become a sign of the power of Jesus not only at the resurrection on the last day but by rising to new life with him today.
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