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3rd Sunday of Lent, Year C
Repent
In a field one summer's day a Grasshopper was hopping about, chirping and singing to its heart's content. An Ant passed by, bearing along with great toil an ear of corn it was taking to the nest.

"Why not come and chat with me," said the Grasshopper, "instead of toiling and moiling in that way?"

"I am helping to lay up food for the winter," said the Ant, "and recommend you to do the same."

"Why bother about winter?" said the Grasshopper; “we have got plenty of food at present." But the Ant went on its way and continued its toil. 

When the winter came the Grasshopper had no food and found itself dying of hunger, while it saw the ants distributing every day corn and grain from the stores they had collected in the summer. Then the Grasshopper knew: It is best to prepare for the days of necessity. (www.aesops-fables.org.uk)  

The Ant and the Grasshopper is one of Aesop’s fables, which have been around since about 600 BC!  I remember reading it in grade school, and the message has stuck with me ever since.  Aesop’s fables are so memorable because he used vivid images and simple dialogue to deliver a clear moral.  
Jesus uses the same storytelling skill in his parables, and today he tells a similar story.  He tells us not about an unproductive grasshopper, but about an unproductive fig tree in danger of being cut down, until the gardener steps in and offers to help it.  Jesus has already given the moral of this parable before telling it: “If you do not repent, you will all perish!”  Jesus also gave examples from current events: people from Galilee killed by Pilate and people crushed by a fallen tower in Siloam.  The moral is the same: “If you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!”  We never know when our time will be up.  We must change our ways now.
But Jesus’ message gives both hope and warning.  The New Jerome Biblical Commentary puts it this way: “On the one hand, this is a parable of compassion, which produces comfort in the disciple who stumbles along the Christian Way.  On the other hand, it is a parable of crisis, which should light a fire under procrastinators and other unproductive disciples” (page 705).
If we have been lazy in our spiritual life, if we have not been generous with our time, abilities, and finances, if we have harbored hatred or jealousy, if we have mistreated our bodies or those of others, if we have lied, profaned God, or cursed our neighbor, the time to repent is now.  This is the message of Lent.  Do not change tomorrow.  Do not change next year.  Change now!  Repent now!  For “if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!”

This is the message of warning.  The message of hope is delivered by the gardener in the parable.  He offers to cultivate the ground and to fertilize the tree.  Of course, the gardener is Jesus himself.  At his resurrection, Mary Magdalene mistook Jesus for a gardener, and well she might.  Jesus is the one who nourishes our souls with his Body and Blood in the Eucharist, as a tree is fertilized.  He is the one who cultivates holiness and virtues within us so that we can bear good fruit.  Apart from him, we can do nothing.
Take Christ’s message seriously today, and repent.  Find that one sin that you keep committing over and over again and resolve to change now.  Not tomorrow, not next year or next Lent, but now.  Start examining your soul to prepare for our Penance Service in two weeks, on March 21st.  To help you, we have pamphlets in the Lighthouse Catholic Media stand in the vestibule called “How to Make a Good Confession.”  

Examine yourself, and repent now, so that you will not perish.  Then ask the divine gardener, Jesus Christ, to cultivate your soul so that you will bear fruit in the future.
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