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Mary, Mother of God
Through a Mother’s Eyes
We call our celebration today the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God because we look at the Christmas events today through a mother’s eyes.  No other member of the family can experience the birth of a new child like the mother herself.  Mothers have that special bond with their babies and that insight into what each child’s life means. 

The same is true for Mary.  The Gospel tells us that “Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.”  She considered every event of Christmas and what it might mean for her baby’s life in the future.  We cannot know everything that Mary was thinking, but we do have a very good idea.  St. Luke supposedly wrote his Gospel after long conversations with Mary, interviewing her about the events of Jesus’ life.  This is why only St. Luke goes into such detail about Mary’s life.  Only his Gospel mentions the angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary, Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, the journey to Bethlehem, and the details of Christmas night.  St. Luke even tells us at times what Mary was thinking, which only she herself could have told him.  So through the Gospel of Luke, we have some insight into Mary’s thoughts on that Christmas night—the Mother of God, who considered what these events would mean for her baby’s life in the future.
She must have wondered what it would mean for Jesus’ life that she had to give birth to him in a smelly stable on a cold night.  Perhaps it meant that his life would be a life of poverty.  Taken a step further, this means that God prefers a life of poverty to a life of riches, since He Himself chose to be born in this way.  This would explain why Jesus later will say “Blessed are you who are poor,

for the kingdom of God is yours” (Luke 6:20).
Mary must have considered what it might mean that she had no family or friends to help her except her husband, St. Joseph.  Perhaps it meant that they would need to rely only on each other for earthly help, and most of all on help from God.  Perhaps it meant that St. Joseph was more than sufficient to help her and her baby.  After all, God chose Joseph to be Mary’s earthly husband and Jesus’ earthly father.  As Mary was most blessed of all women, Joseph was most blessed of all men after Jesus himself.  He would be the one to form Jesus into the kind of man he should be.  When Mary looked at Joseph on that Christmas night, she was seeing the man Jesus would become: strong, enduring, just, kind, self-sacrificing, intolerant of evil, prayerful, hard-working, a defender of the weak.  
Mary must have wondered what it meant that only strangers—the shepherds—and not family and friends came to celebrate her new baby with her.  Perhaps it meant that God was changing the boundaries of family.  This would explain why Jesus later will say “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and act on it” (Luke 8:21).  This would explain why Christians soon afterwards began referring to Mary as their mother.  Perhaps Mary realized that becoming the Mother of God made her, like Eve, “the mother of all the living” (Genesis 3:20).  
What a great way to begin the New Year—by considering with Mary what all the events of Christmas mean.  We should consider too what all the events of the past year have meant for us.  Just like in the birth of his Son Jesus, God does not work without a purpose.  The events of each year of our lives have a place in the wider plan of God.  

At the same time, we must remember human choice and free will.  Other people, and we ourselves, are often fighting against God’s plan.  The terrible events of this past year—wars, natural disasters, greed, famine, illnesses, and violence of whatever kind—do not proceed directly from God’s will, but from a misuse of human freedom.  Death itself, we learn in Genesis, is not God’s choice, but the result of original sin—the general estrangement of humanity from God.  We are mistaken to see bad events as some punishment from a vengeful God.  
God is in control, and He will turn even tragic actions to good if we let him.  This innocent baby Jesus was marked for death by King Herod, made an exile, rejected by his own people, and executed.  The life of Jesus would be the most tragic story ever if not for the Resurrection—if not for the fact that God turned the tragedy to triumph.  

God wants to do the same in our lives, if we let Him.  First, we must see His presence in the events of our lives, through both the good and bad times.  We will find Him present in this past year and in the year to come, if like Mary we consider what the events of Christmas and the events of our lives might mean for our lives in the future.  
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