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Pentecost, Year B
His Power in History, His Power in Us
The Holy Spirit is the most difficult Person of the Holy Trinity to understand.  But we have certain symbols for the Holy Spirit that remind us of His power at work whenever and wherever the Father and the Son are working.  

To remember these symbols, think of Fr. Gary.  The first symbol is the Hand of God, like the hand Fr. Gary holds out when he is preaching (I’ve started to do it too).  The Hand represents the power of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands by Jesus and the Apostles for healing, confirmation, and ordination.  The next symbol is the Finger of God, which Fr. Gary sometimes points in the air.  The pointed Finger represents the power of the Spirit when the Father wrote the Ten Commandments on the stone tablets and when Jesus cast out demons “by the finger of God” (Luke 11:20).  Another symbol is Fire, like Fr. Gary’s blazing shock of hair or his face after he’s been out sunbathing.  We can add Wind or Breathe, like the cough Fr. Gary uses to clear his throat, and the Dove—or actually, in Fr. Gary’s case, a bat would be more appropriate, since we’ve had seven of them fly through the rectory this year.

Of all these symbols, the New Testament uses the last three to refer directly to the Holy Spirit: the Dove, Fire, and Breath.  I think these are the most popular symbols because they best describe the Holy Spirit’s power at work in history, and His power as it is meant to work in us.  
First of all, in history, we remember that the dove brought back the olive branch to Noah’s Ark, showing that the Flood to wash away sin was over.  In the same way, the Spirit descended like a dove upon Jesus after his washing in baptism, showing that humanity’s sins would be washed away thereafter by the sacrament of baptism.  

We remember the fire of the Burning Bush, the Pillar of Fire, and the Firestorm on Mt. Sinai.  Each of these fires showed the Israelites that God was with them; in fact, the name God called Himself, “I Am Who Am,” can also mean “I am the one Who is with you.”  In the same way, the Spirit descended in tongues of fire upon the Apostles in the Upper Room to show them that God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit was with them on their mission to preach the Gospel.  

Finally, we remember the wind or breath of God that moved over the waters of creation, that gave life to all living things, including man, Adam.  In the same way, Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit on the Apostles to bring the Church to life.  They received the authority to forgive and retain sins; in other words, they become leaders and the Church was born, the family of those who have the promise of eternal life.  
These are the ways the Holy Spirit has worked in history.  His power is meant to work the same way in us.  Jesus told his disciples to be “simple as doves” (Matt 10:16).  We are meant to avoid the complication sin brings into our lives and to live the simple life that holiness brings.  Like doves, we are called to be gentle toward sinners who are ignorant or repentant, as Jesus was gentle toward all who came to him for healing and forgiveness.  At the same time, the fire of God’s presence is meant to burn in our eyes and hearts.  Like Jesus, we are called to rebuke sinners who are obstinate and to denounce sin around us by proclaiming the truth.  We often forget how fiercely Jesus acted and spoke to the money-changers in the Temple and to self-righteous sinners.  Like the Apostles after Pentecost, we need to take courage that God is with us in our spiritual combat against sin and lies.  Finally, we are to continue breathing in that breath of the Holy Spirit from the only source available: the Church.  The Catholic Church is the only group of people whom the Holy Spirit protects from error in faith and morals—to whom He guarantees to show the path to eternal life.  The Church is the Holy Spirit’s dwelling place—the place where we receive the breath of life.  
A Dove.  Fire.  Breath.  These are symbols of the Holy Spirit’s power.  This is the power that came upon the Apostles today at Pentecost.  This is the power that we, as Christians, are meant to share.  I pray that you will let the Holy Spirit’s power will work through you, today and always.  
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