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Trinity Sunday, Year A
The Most Powerful Force in the Universe
What is the most powerful force in the universe?  According to Physics, the strong nuclear force, which holds atoms together, is the greatest of the four fundamental forces, stronger than magnetism, gravity, and the weak nuclear force.  According to Philosophy, intellect is the strongest force, because the intelligence interprets and brings order to everything in existence.  According to DC comic books, willpower is the strongest force.  The Green Lantern, who has a new movie in theaters, uses his will to create anything he chooses, making his power almost limitless.  
According to faith, God is obviously the most powerful force there is, but how does He manifest that power in the universe He created?  Which force in the universe best expresses the power of God?  According to Albert Einstein, as near as I can figure, the forces of the physical world best show forth God’s power.  In a famous rebuke of Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle, Einstein said “God does not play dice with the universe.”  God is not random, but instead He has a master plan expressed through the intricacy of the physical world.  The power of a star, pouring forth light and heat—vast quantities of energy—as those strong nuclear forces in the atoms are created, is a good image of God, Who constantly pours forth life and existence itself into the universe.  
According to Aristotle and many philosophers, the force of the intellect best shows forth God’s power.  The mind can do amazing things, whether investigating and interpreting the deepest secrets of creation, discovering the mathematical language that underlies and describes the physical universe, or contemplating its own power to think.  In fact, Aristotle said that the best image for God is “thought thinking thought,” an intelligence reflecting on its own awesome power and perfection.  And, of course, science has shown us the intelligent design of creation, corroborating what people have known for years, namely, that only an intelligence of unsurpassable power could make this universe.  
But believe it or not, I think comic books come closest to the truth.  According to the Green Lantern, the force of the will best shows forth God’s power.  Our own will is unlimited in itself.  We can wish for anything or choose anything.  Like the Green Lantern, only our own imagination and intelligence limit what we can wish for or choose.  Even if the choice is not available to us, we can still will to have it.  What better image can we find for God, Whose own power is unlimited?
As Christians, however, we go one step further.  Having a will, having this ability to choose, is indeed powerful, but using it is even better.  The name for actively willing something, for choosing something with our full willpower is called love.  It is this force, the force of love, that is the most powerful in the universe.  St. Bonaventure, that great Doctor of the Church, that great scholar, agreed.  Nothing is more powerful that love.  
I do not mean to sound like a sappy romance movie.  The love that I am describing and that St. Bonaventure is describing, is not an emotion, but an act of the will.  The love that is really powerful is a choice to remain true, a choice to stay committed, a choice to be united with another person in spite of difficulties or lack of good feelings.

This kind of love best expresses the power of God.  We know this is true because God Himself has revealed to us that He is love.  God has revealed to us that He is Trinity.  Those two statements say the same thing.  God could not be love without being at the same time Trinity.  Love must have another to receive love.  The Father must have the Son to receive the perfect love He gives, and the love the Father gives the Son is so powerful that the love itself is another Person in the Trinity: He is the Holy Spirit.  

When we say every Sunday in the Creed that we believe in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, when we cross ourselves at every prayer in the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we are really saying that we believe love is the most powerful force in the universe.  What a contradiction and hypocrisy then when Christians hold grudges against family, neighbors, and acquaintances.  What a sin when Christians are prejudiced against any race, language, or ethnicity.  What a shame when Christians break their promises and obligations to those in their care.  
If we wanted true power over our lives, if we wanted the power of God to dwell in us, we would love as God loves.  This love, a choice to care for others and a decision to remain true in the midst of difficulties, is truly the most powerful force in the universe.
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