June 6 & 7, 2009






 + JMJ +


Trinity Sunday, Year B
Man and Woman Reveal the Trinity
Why did God make us man and woman?  That’s a question I ask the couples I’m preparing for marriage.  God could have made us any way He wanted.  He could have made us asexual, like some lower life-forms.  He could have made three sexes, like the aliens in an Isaac Asimov story that I read (Nemesis).  He could have made us 4, 7, or 1000 different sexes!  Why two?  
Today we are celebrating the reason why.  The reason God made us man and woman is to show us who He really is.  The reason we are created as man and woman is to show us the Trinity.  

Faith tells us that God is not a solitary Being.  God is a communion of Persons.  God is three Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  While we cannot prove this with mathematical certainty, the fact that God is three Persons is reasonable.  God the Father, Who is perfect and eternal, does not need to receive anything.  The only direction for Him to go is outward, and the only thing for Him to give is Himself.  And since He is perfect, He is able to perfectly give Himself by begetting another perfect Person, God the Son, Who is the Father’s perfect image.  Each of them then reaches out to the other with a love that is a complete, perfect, and eternal sharing of Himself with the other: a love that perfectly unites Them.  So this love is another perfect Person, God the Holy Spirit.  
My language falls short because this mystery surpasses our comprehension.  But since God’s intelligence is infinitely greater, He found a way to show us Who He truly is as Father, Son, and Spirit.  He made man and woman.  He made two distinct persons, who are equal in their dignity, and whose very bodies are created so that they can become united in love.  And their love is so strong, that it becomes a bond, a relationship called marriage with a life of its own.  This bonding can even beget a third human person, a child.    

The Bible tells us: “In the image of God he created [man]; male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27).  We are created in the image of the Trinity.  This has three major consequences for us.

First, man and woman are distinct.  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit cannot be interchanged or reduced to the other.  Just so, men and women cannot be altered in any way to become the other.  And only a man and a woman can be united in marriage because they are distinct and complimentary.  
Second, man and woman are equal in their humanity.  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are each fully God and equal with the other.  Men and woman must be treated with equal respect and given the same human rights.  Any form of abuse or domination of one by the other is against our humanity.  
Third, man and woman can only be united in love.  The most powerful force in the universe is love because God Himself is love.  History has shown us how powerful is the love between man and woman, and all our literature, movies, and music speak about it.  But like the Trinity, the love between man and woman must be free, total, faithful, and fruitful.  Anything that insults this love is a counterfeit, whether promiscuity, contraception, cohabitation before marriage, self-gratification, infidelity, abortion, indecent images and movies, you name it.  The word love has been so twisted in recent times that many people miss the real thing.  But as God Himself shows us, love involves making a committed gift of oneself to another.  For men and women, the full gift of becoming one flesh can only successfully take place in marriage.  
When men and women ignore these three consequences and reject the image of the Trinity within them, their lives become miserable.  Already in my first year of priesthood, I’ve seen more misery than I care to from people who tried to pattern their lives after a different image than the Trinity.  It never works.  The reason God created us as man and woman is to show us Himself, three persons united in love.  I pray that you will see God the Trinity’s plan for your life and see the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit revealed in your very body—in the way He created you as man or woman.  
Rev. Eric Culler 

